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Arab Names in Jordan
1970-2000
A Sociolinguistic Study
Dr. Walid Alanaty

Petra University - Arabic Department

Abstract

This research aims at studying Jordanian proper names from a socio - linguistic per-
spective, in order to reveal the relations between the linguistic properties of a name and the
way it is used within the Jordanian society, according to a person's environment, sex, social
class and academic achievement.

The research is divided into iwo sections:

The first section deals with the historical dimension of Arabic names by following their
development, beginning at the pre-Islamic period, through the period of Islamic rule and up
until today.The second section deals with the names of Jordanians of Muslim Arabic origin,
It also deals with the reasons behind choosing certain names and their cultural, social, psycho-
logical, religions and linguistic indications. This aims at listing the names that appeared with-
in the sample, identifying the most common names among them and specifying the reasons
behind their popularity.

This research concludes with its most important findings and is enclosed with the ques-
tionnaire used in determining these findings, in addition to a list of all the male and female

names that appeared within the collected data.
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