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Abstract

By investigating lexicalization patterns of sense, percep-
tion, and cognition eventualities and situations, this paper
aims at developing research on the Arabic lexicon from vari-
ous angles: (a) assume a unified Arabic mental lexicon of the
distinct varieties of Arabic, which extends to standard and
non-standard varieties alike; (b) establish variety specific dic-
tionaries, in which vocabulary words and expressions are di-
verse, although converging on and instantiating the common
core mental lexicon; (c) adopt one computational ‘engine’ for
generating both words and phrases, based on one rule essen-
tially, namely Merge; (d) adopt a model of unity and diversity
for the lexicon, or the language, by making use of the design
and mechanisms established in “the Arabic constructional and
variational lexicon”. The latter design has been implemented
in the treatment of mental lexical entries for sense and per-
ception, as well as instances of vocabulary words. Classes, al-
ternations, features, and categories have been identified, to
build meanings compositionally, construct root phrases, cat-
egory phrases, or more. We adopt a generative constructional
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and cognitive comparative approach, inspired by Chomsky’s
(1995) minimalist model, Hale & Keyser’s (2002) L-syntax, as
well as many significant contributions brought out in refer-
ences. For the Arabic part, we refer to Fassi Fehri (1986, 1997)
in particular, as well as the very recent developments in Fassi
Fehri (2020), and Fassi Fehri & Salem Taha (2020), as well as a
significant number of ongoing research by many authors.

Keywords: the Arabic mental lexicon; dictionaries of varie-
ties; lexical computation; root syntax; category syntax; unity
and diversity model; learnability of lexicon.
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(9) Peter looked (was looking) at the birds.

(10) Peter looked happy.
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