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Abstract

Shu’bah’s and Hafs’s Differences in Narrating Asim’s Reading:
A phonological morphological study in light of modern theories of
Linguistics

Suleiman Al-Fdhul
Mu’tah University 2007

The Quran is considered as a source of inspiration to the Arabic
language and its speakers. Several studies that dealt with the Quran’s
various sciences were conducted such as Quranic readings.

This phonological morphological study dealt with the reading of
Hafs and the reading of Sh’bah, both narrated from Asim. Asim, in turn,
used both readings but sometimes read each one of them in a different way
than the other. This study comes in three chapters and a conclusion.

Chapter one, an introduction, talked about the lives of Asim, the
source of the two narrations, Hafs and Shu’bah. It also talks about Huthail
vernacular because it had such a strong connection with Shu’bah’s reading.
It also discusses some topics such as, assimilation, vowel harmony,
segment substitution and dissimilation.

Chapter two dealt with different phonological phenomena such as
glottalization, deletion, and 3™ person pronouns.

Chapter three dealt with the morphological part of this study. It
treated foreign nouns, and the way these were read by Shu’bah and Hafs. It
also dealt with the use of singular and plural nouns, the gerunds,
derivatives, and the use of verbal structures.

The study concluded the following:

1. Shubah’s reading is attracted to the Bedouin vernacular.
2. Hafs’s reading is similar to Hijazi’s.

3. Shu’bah pronounced the glottal stop while Hafs did not.
4. Vowel harmony was apparent in Shu’bah’s reading.

5. Hafs’s reading was very popular unlike Shu’bah’s.
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