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Abstract

Literary studies have recently given increased attention to paratexts, since they are
usually the first thing that attracts the attention of the reader and can often constitute the last
impression that the reader takes with him/her from the reading experience. For these reasons,

paratexts have become an important step in the study and the interpretation of literary texts.

This study will look at the paratexts that surround the texts of classical Arabic poetry.
These are texts that have played an important role in the recording and interpreting of
classical Arabic poems, as well as the manner in which these poems have been transmitted to
posterity. These paratexts include various information on the recording of these classical
texts, the editing and publishing processes of these texts, and various extra-textual
information that accompany the text throughout its history and inform the act of reading and

interpreting.

Paratexts can be a valuable way of reading and interpreting classical Arabic poetry in
new light relying on new theories developed in the field of criticism and literary theory. This
study will outline the paratext phenomenon in classical Arabic poetry, and will isolate its
manifestations in the production and interpretation of poetry. The study will focus on the
following collections: “al-Mofdaliyat lil-Mofadal al-Dobi” and “Jamharat Ash’ar al-Arab” by

Abu Zayd al-Qurashi, and “Diwan al-Hamamsa” by Abu Tammam.
Keywords:

Paratext, Classical Arabic Poetry, al-Mofdaliyat, al-Jamhara, Diwan al-Hamamsa
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