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Ahstract

Implicit Case Marking Between The Requirements of
Theory and Practice

By
Manal "Mohammad Hisahm" Said Najjar

Supervisor
Abdullah Anbar

Nowadays, it is often talked about simplifying the Arabic Grammar and
easing it, so some recent studics appear to have adopled such goal. One of the
solution which have been suggested to solve this dilemmais the exclusion of

implicit case marking.

When assigning a case for the word (ghulami) translated as "my boy" in the
scntence "ja ghulami”, we say it is a subject in the nominative case marked by an
absence "damma® which was just estimated at its last letter, and its absence was
due to difficulty in pronunciation. Another type of implicit case marking is
illustrated in the following examples: "haza bayt"; in assigning a case for "haza"
we say it is a pronoutt in place of a noun marked by the nominative case.

The supporters of deletion of the implicit case marking defended their cause
claiming that it is merely a difficulty which encounters the students without
benefiting them  in (case marking) a word or in correcting case assignments, But
such approach is not convincing for me. Instead 1 sece that the study must be
based on a different dimension and it is a must to retrcat and acknowledge that
the deletion of "implicit case marking" does not present a fundamental and

everlasting solution to this dilemma.

This thesis appreciates the value of the "Implicit Case Marking", sincc it sces
the recent critics as having an incomplete vision with respect to this ficld, and it
believes that simplifying Arabic Grammar must not include (as some has
suggested) delction of some topics of the traditional grammar or cutting it short
or exchanging it. But instead, grammar must be underslood by new means and
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methods. The essence of the solution lics in simplifying educational approach in
tcaching Arabic grammar rather (han simplifying it by delctions

Neglecting implicit case marking does not benefit language competence
but certainly the implicit case marking helps explaining the language structure
thercfore, we will not call for its omission. The traditional grammarians invented
such approach becausc they noticed that the grammatical rule is sometimes in
contradiction with the language performance, which in tumn resulted in unusual
interpretation prior to the usual one. So, the elcinents of the language system
appearcd to be difficult to fulfill or abide with, which resulled in the existence of
certain rules applied to the performance in order to solve such problems which
appear al the performance level. And one of those rules is the implicit case
marking. So, the objective of such rules is not merely educational but rather il is

a necessily in grammar,

The proper analysis for any language material must be dealt with those
semantics and syntax even if they are autonomous. In addition to the fact that the
implicit casc marking is necessary to achicve generality in grammar rules (the
syntax). The structure of grammar is based on definitions which are the comimon
and the exception, and in other cases on the difference between surface and deep
structure "The Common" means the presence of case marks for the nouns. And
the absence of such marks is due to phonolopical reasons which is the
overlapping of threc sounds that are closc to cach other which made it heavy for
the Arab tongue, so Arabs omitted the difficult part then the grammarians

estimaled it.

The traditional way of analysis depends on the original or base structure
where in the case marking and thematic rules stick to each other. In case that the
case marking is not evident because (he structure is a minor sentence, they said
that it has an implicit case marking referring to the base structure,

Other objectives of my study is to prove and stress the following :

- Old Arabs studied case marks from a point of view that they express
syntactical information, and syntax is onc of the main parts which a
particular grammar consists of, the other parts which are related to syntax

are morphology, lexicon, and semantics.

Case marks were ncither merely coincident nor useless. Then old Arabs
studied the case marks phonologically since they represent the relationship
between phonology and syntax in the study ol language.

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



LY \E

2- Most attempts which has been made by recent grammarians to simplify
(he syntax were erely revisions of some phrases or a re-arrangement of
certain elements which had increasced the complexity of syntax instead.

3- The implicit casc marking theory which was invenled by the old Arab
gramnmarians guarantees the gencrality of syntax and it give a reasonable
explanation of certain structurcs which the critics (of implicit case

marking (heory) were not able to explain.

4- There were reasons which made the old grammarians rely most on evident
case marks rather than other signs that is why synlax is called in Arabic

the science of "Al-Ie-Rab".
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