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Abstract:

This paper introduces the definitions of Model, Modali-
zation, and Mental Lexicon, as well as the main assumptions
and theories relating to its mental structure such as Atomic
Globule Theories and Cobwebs Theories. It will then expose
samples from lexicon models while delineating their theoret-
ical background and the categories to which they belong ac-
cording to their direct or indirect mental processes, and also
according to the psycholinguistic aims and functions which
they convey both in productive competence like retrieval
models, and selection models, or in receptive competence like
recognition models. We have in all this pointed out the spec-
ificity of each model, its strengths and weaknesses, as well
as the extent of its psychological reality. Likewise, the paper
subsumes the existence of a hidden lexical model the compo-
nents of which can be extracted by scrutinizing samples from
lexical corpora in Classical Arabic. Thus, samples from Arabic
dictionaries were analyzed which clarify the pattern of such
a model and its importance in the structuring of new lexical
models that observe the characteristics of Arabic and link the
ongoing modern lexicon study with its glorious past of Arabic
Lexicography.

Keywords: Model — Modalization — Mental Lexicon — Rec-
ognition Model — Selection Model - Atomic Globule Theories
- Cobwebs Theories.
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