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Abstract
The Comparative Degree in Theory and Practice
Maysoon Ali Darwish

Supervised by: Dr. Mohammad Hassan Awaad

Camparative degree is one of the simple etymological words, it is a
"derivative noun in a form of / afal / (adj.+er) even if implicationaly.
Generally, it refers to two things of the same meaning but one is quite more
than another". So, the one in which the named adjective is increased in it is
called / mufaddal / (compared), and the one in which it is decreased is called

/ mufaddal alayhi / (comparable).

Grammarians have inconsistent and different viewpoints in some
conditions of the comparative noun forming, despite the fact that much more
of the Arab speech ran into contradiction to that. This, eventually what has
been substantiated and confirmed to me through my investigation to the

Holy koran, Prophet Tradition (Al-Hadit), classical Arabic proverbs and
poetry.

Therefore, I concluded an investigalive direction over more of such
conditions. So, whalt residue are the terms which are agreeable by the
grammarians: |
- It should be an infinitive or genitive verb,

-  comparable,
-  declinable and infinitive,

- affermative.
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[ also demonstrated that employing the artificial gerund helps in
comparative with a defective noun which is not derived from a verb form or
pattern.  Nevertheless, the non-verbal word could be comparable by

employing an auxiliary comparative degree followed by the word compared.

The comparative degree is considered a noun for the absence of the
basic rules of verbalization according to time indication. Beside that, it
nominates the implied pronoun after it, and the clear pronoun

uninterruptedly.

I also, concluded that it nominates-every noun what so ever associated
with the comparative preposition / min / (than) or a noun identified with the
definite article / al / (the) - the clear or a noun after it uﬁon the following two
conditional terms:

- The comparative degree should be located as an adjective to a generic
noun.

- The comparative degree should be associated with the clear noun in a

casuality relationship.

The comparative degree is indeclinable because of descriptiveness and
the verb pattem or form, and it could be declinable in case of poetic

necessity.

Thirdly, if the comparison degree has been used free of /al/ (the) and
addition, it is an obligation to employ singularity and indefinite noun, to be
connected with the comparable /min/ (than) vocally and estimatingly. No
problem if /min/ (than) is adanced with its genetive form - (word governed
by a preposition) - before the comparative degree or before the whole

interrogative sentence and so on. One could not separate the comparative

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



- Y\Y -

degree and /mm/ (than) with a non-Arabic noun. Some nouns could be

bomparable at a particular time or state over itself against another time or

state. E0AYVYY

- If the comparative degree associated with /al/ (the), the adjectival
comparable noun should be correspondent to it in quantity and gender, and it
inay take the preposition /min/ (from) (of) which works as a genitive form

over the comparable, according to the confirmation of texts.

It's preferable to consider the measurements of the feminine form of the
comparative degree associated with /al/ (the) in a pattern of /alfu'la/.

The comparative degree could take the plural form associated with /al/
(the) in a form pattern / alafa'il/ of broken plural, and the feminine plural

comes on the form pattern / alfu'al/.

If the comparative degree is subjuncled, ils genelive construction
would be significative abstract. For this, it follows the following two
conditions: |
- It shouldn't be accompanied with the prepositional /min/ (than) of the

comparable.
- Subjunctive should be part of adjunctive. But if the comparative degree

doesn't indicate comparison, this condition is to be excluded.

And, if the comparative degree'.'s‘ subjunction to a non-definite noun,
two conditions should be demonstrated:
A. Being a masculine and singular.
B. Corresponding the adjunctive to the comparable in quantitive and gender

if that adjunctive is defective. Correspondence may be acheived by
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articulation or meaning, or both. Ifit is derivative 1o correspondence is

needed.

If the comparative detgree's genetive construction is added to a
definite noun, it follows:

A.If it doesn't indicate comparison or it relates to a concrete objective
comparative, correspondence of comparative degree should be applicable
to the adjectival comparable noun.

B. If it comes in its source to show comparison, correspondence may/may

not applied, but it's preferable to employ it.

Fourthly, the indication of comparative degree could be extended

(according to parts of speech) to be applied on the following states:

- Indication of two nouns in common with one adjective, and one is more
than the other.

- Indication that something is increased in its adjective over another thing
in its adjectival phrase, and there will be no common adjective. But
comparison / comparative occurs between two contradictory or
differentiative adjectives.

- Indication of adjective’s constancy without taking comparative into

consideration.

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



