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Abstract

This study deals with the book entitled "Al-Mutawwal "Ala Al-Talkhees "
by Sa’ed Ad-Deen Al-Taftazani, which is an interpreiation of Talkhees Al-
Mifiah by Jalal Ed-Deen Al-Qazweeni.

The study consists of a foreword, an introduction, three chapters and
a conclusion. It is mainly concerned with Taftazani’s efforts in the field of
rhetoric and tries to highlight these efforts by going through “Al-Mutawwal "
and analyzing its rhetorical issues. For it became apparent that, although Al-
Taftazani adopied the approach of the followers of scholastic theology, he is
especially noted for his exposition of certain rhetorical issues like mental
metonymy, rhetorical shifting, allusive metaphor, imaginative metaphor and
antithesis.

Taftazani’s efforts stand out in his replies to the beliefs of Sakaki and
Qazweeni. A judgement in favour of the opinion of either one was always
supported with evidence and reason. He is also noted for what he added 10
the contributions of Sakaki and Qazweeni and for his verification of some
rherorical issues which were a subject of dispute among rhetoricians.

Tafiazani attempted to deviaie from the traditional framework of
rhetoric drawn up by Sakaki. For he admired Abdul Qahir who cui the
classifications and sub-divisions short, and criticized Sakaki who Sforced
philosophy and logic onto rhetoric.

In exposing his rhetorical issues, Taftazani also succeeded in employing
the views of the rhetoricians who did not follow the scholastic theology
approach like Abdul Qahir, Ibn Sinan and Ibn Al-Atheer. This added a
literary touch to al-Mutawwal, thus injecting some vividness into its dry

rhetorical substance and curbing the dominance of philosophy and logic
characterizing ir.

We also highlighted Taftazani’s usage of literary taste in his
explanations; a fact that dismisses an illusion which was prevalent among the
scholars that Tafiazani, like the other followers of scholastic theology, took
no interest in the literary analysis of texts.
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We have also cited Taftazani’s use of illustrative quotations from
Quran, the Prophet’s Hadeeth and poetry, as well as the use of invented
illustrations - a fact which testifies to his interest in the texts, contrary 1o
what the scholars think of him.

Al-Mutawwal stirred an active movement in the field of writing as many
annotations were made on it, a fact which auests to the value of this book.
Taftazani’s influence was not limited to his contemporary colleagues. In fact
he enjoys a good reputarion among our coniemporary scholars; for al -
Mutawwal was one of the text books taught at Azhar for a period of time.
Also Dr. Abdul Mun 'im Khafajy, the interpreter and revisor of "Al -Eedhah”,
depends on Taftazani’s views in his interpretation of "Al-Eedhah”.

For all of this we hope we have been successful in exposing Taftazani’s
rhetorical efforts in al-Mutawwal.
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