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Synopsis 

This is a rather terse and devoid of prejudice or compassion lecture about Arabic in relation 
to other languages from an exclusively academic point of view; a view that was propagated in 
olden and modern times amongst Arab Linguists and scholars such as Ibn Jinni (941-1002), Ibn 
Hazm (994-1064), Al-Suyuti (c. 1445- 1505), and their ilk. It relies on a scientific point of view 
in comparing Arabic and other living languages of today through the field of translation with 
special reference to the interpretation 
Arabic belongs to the so called family of free order languages. The talk avers the supremacy of 
Arabic over other languages. Its merits include those that gave her the capacity to encompass 
meanings and express them in various ways that make this language unique among other 
languages such as English or Russian. 
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universals

free order languages
fixed order languages
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TomlinBasic Word Order
1
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Thee (alone) we worship; Thee (alone) we ask for help.

alone
alone

Thee (alone) we ask for help

for Him alone isprayer and truth

but they onlyhave the curse
onlyalone

alonemol'kamol'ka
alone
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they shall fight in the way of Allah and shall slay and be slain
fight

slayslain

They will be seized wherever found and slain with a (fierce) slaughter

                    

You spend your nights and days on soft beds and comfortable cushions

when ye reaches eventide
and when ye rise in the morning

(and when the day begins to decline.

When you entered the morning hours
.
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