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Abstract

Private ]Janguage argument
Prepared by: Ayman Hammoda

Supervised by: Walid Atari

The Private language argument "encompasses the critical remarks and
arguments crystallized by Wittgenstein, especialy in his book
"Philosophical investigations”, aganist the existance of private language in
logical sense, a language that it's vocabulary only refers to direct and
subjective sensations of the speaker, which, for this reason, is not

accessible or understood by others.

The semantic aspect of the private language.i.e., the language theory
which is involved as an answer to questions pertaining to language
concepts aquisition and their uses as well as achieving a common
communication,etc, heavily relies on assuming primary ostensive
defilnitions, i.e., something similar to private mental definitions that will
constitute our perception of the final bdses of the language. These bases
will achieve direct connection between language and reality, between
indefinable signs and metaliguistic objects that could be impression,

thoughts or special exprience and sense data as empirical philosophers

fbe]j?ve. : £A-T )

The epistemological aspect of the private language, on the other hand,

is heavily represented in the caresian tradition that gives an epistemological
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priority to what is mental and private rather than the physical and the
public. It can also be manifested in the sceptical trends on the existance of
and objective language and world shared by all individuals independent

from private experience.

While the criticism of Wittgenstein refutes the belief that says al
speaker possesses a-p.ri\'fate approach or a perception for his own sensations
that makes him the onlyl one who knows its actual meaning, thus refutes the
belief that our knowledge of reality derives from our own private
knowledge. Neither self reportes related to sensations to be used in real
lingustic practices nor assuming a private object can explain to us how to
use sensations words in a public language. More importantly, a pi‘ivate
language, i.e., a language that relies on private object that gives the Word its
meaning or to a private mental definition that provides us with a criterion
for lingustic correctness is not possible and will not be unerstood even to
the one who uttered it. Therefore, doubts whether there is and objective

-

world and meaning make no sense.

Finally, this study shows how private language argument was based
on the debate on the Augastinian pictrue of language and the debate on
rule-follwing and the importance of distinction between what these debates
can achieved, thus opposing Sual Kripke's undrstanding of the relationship

- between these debates.
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