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Abstract

Only lately have linguists paid attention towards writing as
a linguistic representation parallel to speech. Despite the long
debate among specialists about whether writing is a primary
or secondary product of language, the linguistic study of writ-
ing was not appealing to researchers until the theory of writing
system originated. This paper outlines the framework of writing
systems and approaches related to taxonomy, in an attempt to
examine this typological issue with its various approaches and
terminology. It also discusses in detail the most influential ap-
proaches to the classification of writing systems and their un-
derlying assumptions.

On the basis of this theoretical framework, seven types of
writing systems are discussed, namely: logography, syllabary,
moraic, abjad, abugida, alphabet, and featural writing systems.
A definition of each one of these systems is then presented to-
gether with examples and figures. It is hoped that this attempt,
being at the same time neither too complex nor superficial, will
contribute with a suitable answer to an issue which has given
some concern to researchers in this field.

Keywords: syllabary, moraic, abjad, abugida, alphabet.
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