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ABSTRACT

The study of jurisprudential differences regarding the significance of
terms from the perspective of clarity or obscurity comprised the most important
differences between the definitions of clear terms according to the Hanafis and
clear terms according to the Theologians. Likewise, it comprised the most
important differences between obscure terms according to the Hanafis and

obscure terms according to the Theologians.

It also comprised the most important differences between the method of
the Hanafis concerning obscure terms, and the most important differences
between them and the Theologians. Thus, it was a comparison study of the
Hanafi school and the school of the Theologians regarding both clear and

obscure terms.

A conclusion of this study was that one of the most important sources
of disagreement in defining terms is the inclusion of the dominant lexical
meaning of those terms; just as the differences between the divisions of
jurisprudential schools concerning clear and obscure terms sprung forth from

the way of deriving legal principles and terms.
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Thus, the Hanafis relied upon branches of the law for the derivation of
their specific principles, whereas the Theologians relied upon forming
theoretical principles without consideration of the branches of the law. This is
due to their laying down of these principles in accordance with purely rational
or logical ideas, thereafter they derived the branches of the law, from whence

they used these principles in extracting legal rulings.



