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Abstract:

Ibrahim EIKony has developed his creative experience on a
specificity related firstly to him as an innovator, thinker and philosopher
and secondly to the desert as an artistic and human value. In his
narration he mixes the reality with the mythical history and tends to the
epic character when depicting the human struggle for Life in natural
and environmental hard conditions, from the history of the African
Tuareg tribes and their lives, he composed novels and texts, which

include the voices of the jinn, legend, magic, myth and philosophy ...

The myths regarded as cultural phenomenon were the focus on
which the majority of Ibrahim Elkony’s works were based, This was a
prominent feature that gave his works an aesthetic , metaphysical and
human dimensions , having inside a collective unconscious and the
higher models of human thought in general and desert related thought
in particular. As it forms a special pattern within the structure of
narrative discourse and this pattern may appear difficult to be controlled
and limited; due to the plethora of myths on one hand, and the
interrelation of these myths with many knowledge fields on the other
hand, when we evoke the myth we bring with it history intricately mixed
with mythology, legend, philosophy and Anthropology ... It is a growing

and complex vision within temporospatial structure.
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In this way, Ibrahim El-Kony was able to formulate a creative
experiment that was distinguished from the rest of Arab narrative
experiences which worked on the desert as a place and the Touareg
people as characters, to wider horizons and larger scope, starting from
being limited to the local to opening up towards a world level. He dealt
with mythical symbols with a great consciousness to the fact that it
represents a reflection of the collective sense of what makes the
invocation of these symbols an incentive to its imaginative and
emotional spaces and as well its suggestive symbolism.

The invocation of myth and its symbolic density, through the
levels of intertextuality and its various mechanisms, in Ibrahim Elkony’s
narative experience, emerged from the nature of a vision presented by
this experience, on both intellectual and aesthetical levels. Ibrahim's
interest in the popular beliefs of the Tuareg Society led him to use
legends which described the first human history in the deep past of the
Saharan society on one hand, and its active role in human
unconsciousness on the other hand. May be what motivated Ibrahim
Elkony to use legends in his novels is his interest in portraying Sahrawi
society in its tribal system which resembles a lot to a primitive system.
The latter is considered as a flexible ground to boost up myths as
well the creation of myths and recomposing them is an aesthetic
process aiming at a sort of research for a beautiful and bright world
that has not yet been destroyed by the ideology of authority, the
authority of word and the authority of society, but the age which has
generated and will be generating it is not a bright one; so it is

generated over and over to prevent its darkness from going on...and
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covering its imaginative and meditative levels. As a matter of fact a
myth for literature is considered as a primary text or a preliminary one;
it is inspired in the case of ancient myths of oral heritage as if it were
history embodied in literature.

Mythical criticism focuses on literature in its relationship with
mythology in its mythical and cultural context, which can only be
achieved by analyzing the primitive models employed in creative works
in order to reach the value of the literature, then to know what these
models added as new meanings and significations, and what has been
gained by the mythical symbols employed In the text of artistic beauty,
as the creative work is a work of art in the first place. It attempts to
approach the literary texts, let them be, poetry or prose according to
methodological procedures. So it examines the direction of the artistic
work in the light of myth as it is the essence of the experience and a
historical and civilized symbol, trying to study how to employ mythical
patterns, through tracing its mutations in the narrative discourse.

The mythical tendency in the novels of Ibrahim El-Kony is
reflected through mythicizing the details of the legendary existence of
the world of the desert. There we notice that he mythicizes place, time
and characters by invoking original legends and adapting them in line
with his vision of the world. He also invokes universal myths such as
Greek, of Pharaoh, Babylonian and Sumerian ...as well as Saharan

myth to reshape, formulate and reproduce them.
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