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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to study contronyms in Arabic
from a folk linguistics perspective. Folk linguistics is
a branch of modern linguistics that addresses
unscientific perceptions and ideas about language. To
this end, the study starts by discussing the subject of
folk linguistics, the relationship between culture and
folklore, and the various studies that dealt with the
topic.

In the applied section, a sample of contronyms
from general and specialized Arabic dictionaries is
analysed in order to find out the cultural and social
factors behind the emergence of contronyms in
Arabic. Such factors are mainly evil, fear, optimism,
and pessimism, in addition to linguistic sarcasm.

In the closing section, a set of results and
recommendations are presented.
Keywords: Linguistics; Culture;
Arabic; Folklore.
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