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The auxiliary “ka:da” in modern journalistic Arabic

Abstract:

This paper looks into the use of the auxiliary “ka:da” in Egyptian
journalistic language and examines its various common and non-
common syntactic patterns and whether it agrees or disagrees
with the use of Modern Standard Arabic. The data, which was se-
lected from the Arabic Linguistic Corpus, was analyzed from the
following aspects: the complement of “ka:da” according to the
views of the Arab Grammarians and modern use: the positioning
of the complement of “ka:da” ahead of its subject; the inclusion of
“’an” with the complement of “ka:da”; the use of “ka:da” in nega-
tive and non-negative sentences; the use of negated “ka:da” in
the formulae: “ma ka:da .. hatta: ...”; the interference of negation
with the complement of “kada”; The deletion of the complement
of “ka:da”; Unacceptable uses of “ka:da”.

Keywords: Syntactic structures — Style of “ka:da” — almuqara-
bah verbs — Language of journalism — Modern Standard Arabic —
The linguistic corpus.
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