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Abstract

Marked by its popularity in the human
language, ambiguity is one of the most
noticeable linguistic phenomena that
have attracted the attention of
researchers. The present paper is a
contribution to the already existing
literature on this academic issue. It is
interesting in that it confronts the issue
within a contrastive framework between
English and Arabic through the examples
cited in the study. A problematic area
was how to use Arabic terms to name the
English linguistic concepts accurately
and to illustrate the confusion into which
some writers have run when conducting
their academic studies. Those terms are
thought to be adequate and have been
retained and used in the present paper.
The different types of ambiguity are
exposed in detail, with a particular
reference to English as it is the source of
the majority of the examples given in the
study.
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‘Ambiguity is property of predicates which will affect sentences in which they occur by
making them capable of more than one interpretation.'(3).
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‘Elle (I’ambiguité linguistique) apparait quand, dans un €noncé émis et recu a des fins de
communication et observé hic et nunc, il y a un probléme de choix linguistique pour le

récepteur, c’est — a -dire qu’il est dans 1’incapacité de reconstituer les choix qui ont fait que
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‘Les ambiguités syntaxiques sont dues a ce que la méme structure de surface releve de deux

ou plus de deux structures profondes différentes.”*? .
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Ll VL aaihs L aiall  JJadlll YL Glgllll 8 Cipey e aSHl anaall Gl aaly

Osd eV by eVlall JS Jd ddall) fpall 4 3an Y o2 daall) @iy (re qapaal) Glld agiall
s A (e Wyt (y50 Abe}Y) Gany ae Aipes Al 8 51 DAY (50 pend) Alla 8 G S claye
A Ll Cua opagie cpdadl S itie Jia Ll aad 35001 3 found Apkadlll daxpall 336 gl el
Caras Al 8 g senl) fa Ladiy . ol uly ey Jxd GBS g find dadll e oaalal)
deld e bases  (pobadlll (S 5idall JA05 bases  pead) Arpad cagdall Ll Sl SN e EA
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axes geall dipa o LS basis J pes AU base J pen J5Y) A2l @ iialld ¢ gund Jixes bases s
axis < gan sV Al il (Jolae irar axes 5 yslas ine aXeS Gpdadlll S i) Jha
Gl RN 5a5) Bllaal) Ll R e aial) Ll RS 03 e L .aXe d gan bl
e b B Y V) gl 058 s (el i) jabias (e liaa o L8 agl) Lyl o3
chaih paal) dxpa 3 Y) OB Y el e bases 5 2ol e bases oldalll S iadls <)
o Ladie W) Pl Y uwsy Saas foundss find (e (oalall daa g8 (o3 found oldaslll oS bl
08 bl L find Jadll Gy
aain Yy tall il MR 2Y) o V) aais YV Sl anaal) GLaNT o 54 4l 5LEY) ast Lag

:John Lyons 3isd (ysa Jsty + Slaall 223 of llaall  Jadll) @lliy) o bl
‘Dans la mesure ou I’homonymie partielle crée de ’ambiguité dans les phrases, cette
ambiguité est lexicale et grammaticale.”"” .

CLaslis Lanae N1 138 (56 caiall  JJadll) i) e Jeall g Galal) aaty Lexie” dag il
tAlaall (Bous Ll s e JGaS

He was putting the ball
gy e putting [(putin] olaiad) Gladadll) GISiGal Les ddeadl oda 8 (Wil (e Galgiasd) )
sal i apualall L (923 Y ) apiall (N atii (S (3 Cilgall S Capmy e putting [pAtin] s
putt s put Geledll (e Jeldl anl lia & putting A8 judial) Lapall aslea s LS oSG o JY) Jnall
03 e Jsriall a5l alall Gaps Die 32l 5B Pladll Glia Led sy Al sam ) dauall 4y
Cras (AL Jadl 13a ¢¥) put Les put cre Jsmial) auls oalalls dilide pa e Juans Lald (pladl
dapa Vs dpaadl Y DBl Y coledll uia Gl Baadls (euld Jodll 13 ¢Y) putted L putt
Y dadd gylal e Galy s pelaad) e odlel Al JUadl Guli Yy - Jspiall s drna 8 Y oalal
L 35S o craie cuaall ¥ ddda gl Laas colilad 1S5t Laa Lia (pladlll (€ 5584l
S e lhall Aoy Ahai e Mie ae D lgaas 228 58 8 JUid) (e 25emiall Ja gy D (pllal
L9 5 U9 5 an ) lingine e gy Cilse 35 o i adiy
Al 8 (ulily) 2.2
oeLal) 13 edayg L opsS 1aa 8 sagasall cliginally WiV e b Al e aaly Y A GalaN) g
oeili (A ldan g LBUEE) Vs clela) 3 o L) (amy (f Cam cliaally COlal) 8 DAY A
A3l Jlae i€y o3 Lulaly) Wie Gl ey eo i) a3l Led aag A gjliaal) Alle cally (e e
sl (b el Lo oty Al praally A0 Loy A AN . eSSl Ligys) OlS e oSWa e
sy ) dlles ddall o3 g e lasly GBe auy ) deas ol 53 agysY) e s Ll
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