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 الذهني المذهب

 كتسبيم لدى اللغوي النمو معالجة في
 والتطبيق المفهوم: الثانية اللغة
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غسان بن حسن الشاطرد. 
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Processability Approach

Processability Theory

Lexical Functional Grammar

:Abstract 

The current study discuses a rapidly growing theory 

of psycholinguistics called Processability Theory (PT) 

(Pienemann, 1998), which explains the stages in which 
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a second language is acquired by a second language 

(L2) learner. The current study provides a discussion of 

PT’s theoretical framework and research methods 

including the five developmental stages and the 

emersion criterion. It also explains the relationship 

between two important elements of the theory: i.e. the 

psycholinguistic element and the linguistic element, 

and shows how the PT made use of Bresnan’s Lexical 
Functional Grammar Theory (LFG) (Bresnan, 2001) to 

predict the developmental level of a certain structure, 

and at the end, the current study overviews PT’s 
implications on teaching a second language, providing 

examples of number of different languages including 

Arabic. 



 

 

 

 

97 

Processability 

TheoryPienemann, 1998, 1999, 2005

Processability Approach

Cognitive)

DeKeyser, 2003; Doughty, 2003; Juffs, 1996; Krashen 

et al., 1977; McLaughlin, 1990

Levelt, 

1989

(Lexical Functional GrammarBresnan, 2001; 

Dalrymple, 2001



 

 

 

 

98 

(Al Shatter, 2008, 2010; Alhawary, 

2009; Di Biase, 2002; Håkansson, 2002; Kawaguchi, 

2005; Mansouri & Håkansson, 2007; Nielsen, 1997; 

Pienemann, 1998, 2005; Zhang, 2005 

(Language Processing and Second Language 

Development: Processability Theory, 1998

Pienemann, 1987



 

 

 

 

99 

Pienemann, 1998

Jordan, 2004



 

 

 

 

100 

Bruner, 

1960

Fosnot & Perry, 1996; Hudson, 1992

Juffs, 1996McLaughlin, 1987, 



 

 

 

 

101 

1990Krashen et al., 

1977



 

 

 

 

102 

Lexical Functional Grammar (LFG

Bresnan, 2001



 

 

 

 

103 



 

 

 

 

104 

Phrase



 

 

 

 

105 

1
Phrase

Phrase

                                                           

 



 

 

 

 

106 

Lexical Functional Grammar Theory “LFG
Bresnan, 2001

""LFG (Bresnan, 

2001; Dalrymple, 2001 

Lexical



 

 

 

 

107 

LFG

 ↑

↑

↑

↑

↑

↑

↑

Constituent 

Structurec-structure

c-structure



 

 

 

 

108 



 

 

 

 

109 

LFG

Functional Structuref-structure

f-structure

(LFG) 

(Bresnan, 2001; Dalrymple, 2001

Pienemann, 2005



 

 

 

 

110 

 
 



 

 

 

 

111 

 



 

 

 

 

112 

feature unification



 

 

 

 

113 



 

 

 

 

114 

 



 

 

 

 

115 

Kawaguchi, 2005

a-structure

Bresnan, 2001, p. 304



 

 

 

 

116 

experiencer

agent

patient



 

 

 

 

117 

  

 



 

 

 

 

118 

Feature Unification

                                                           

Feature 

Unification"(Pienemann, 1998 



 

 

 

 

119 

Phrasal

Lemma

Category procedures



 

 

 

 

120 

Inter Phrasal



 

 

 

 

121 

Phrasal

Subordinate clause



 

 

 

 

122 

Pienemann, 1998, 2005



 

 

 

 

123 



 

 

 

 

124 



 

 

 

 

125 

 

 



 

 

 

 

126 



 

 

 

 

127 

Larsen-Freeman & Long, 1991

Emerging

emergence criterion) (Pienemann, 2005

Larsen-Freeman & Long, 1991, p. 283



 

 

 

 

128 



 

 

 

 

129 



 

 

 

 

130 

Al Shatter, 2010, p. 113

Gazden, 1968; and 

Hakuta 1974, cited in Al Shatter, 2010, p. 113



 

 

 

 

131 

Pallotti, 2003

Al Shatter, 2008; Di Biase, 2002; 

Håkansson, 2002; Kawaguchi, 2005; Zhang, 2005

Al 

Shatter, 2011; Di Biase, 2002; Håkansson, 2002; 

Pienemann, 1987

Di Biase, 2002



 

 

 

 

132 

form focus

Kawaguchi, 2002

Zhang, 2005



 

 

 

 

133 

Al 

Shatter, 2011



 

 

 

 

134 

LFG

speaking



 

 

 

 

135 



 

 

 

 

136 

 

 

 

 

 Al Shatter, G. (2008). The Development of 

Verbal Structures in L2 Arabic. In J.-U. 

Kessler (Ed.), Processability approaches to 

second language development and second 

language learning (pp. viii, 311 p. : ill. ; 322 

cm). Newcastle, UK: Cambridge Scholars 

Pub. 



 

 

 

 

137 

 Al Shatter, G. (2010). Acquisition and 

development of nominal and verbal structures 

in Arabic: agreement morphology in second 

language acquisition. Saarbrücken: VDM, 

Verlag Dr. Müller. 

 Al Shatter, G. (2011). Processability Approach 

to Arabic L2 Teaching and Syllabus Design. 

The Australian Review of Applied Linguistics, 

34(2), 127-147 . 

 Alhawary, M. T. (2009). speech processing 

prerequisites or L1 tranfer? Evidence from 

English and French L2 ;earners of Arabic. 

Foreign Language Annals, 42(2), 367-390 . 

 Bresnan, J. (2001). Lexical-Functional Syntax 

(First ed.). Massachusetts: Blackwell 

Publishers Ltd. 



 

 

 

 

138 

 Bruner, J. (1960). The Process of Education. 

Cambridge,: MA: The President and Fellows 

of Harvard College. 

 Dalrymple, M. (2001). Lexical Functional 

Grammar (Vol. 34). San Diego: Academic 

Press. 

 DeKeyser, R. (2003). Implicit and Explicit 

Learning. Malden, MA: Blackwell. 

 Di Biase, B. (2002). Developing a Second 

Language: Acquisition, Processing and 

Pedagogy of Arabic, Chinese, English, Italian, 

Japanese, Swedish (Vol. 10). Melbourne: 

Language Australia. 

 Doughty, C. J. (2003). Instructed SLA: 

Constrains, Compensation, and Enhancement. 

Malden, MA: Blackwell. 

 Fosnot, C. T., & Perry, R. S. (1996). 

Constructivism: A psychological theory of 



 

 

 

 

139 

learning. Constructivism: Theory, 

perspectives, and practice, 8-33 . 

 Håkansson, G. (2002). Learning and Teaching 

of Swedish: a Processability Perspective. In B. 

Di Biase (Ed.), Developing a Second 

Language: Acquisition, Processing and 

Pedagogy of Arabic, Chinese, English, Italian, 

Japanese, Swedish (Vol. 10, pp. 120 p. ; 125 

cm). Melbourne: Language Australia. 

 Hudson, T. (1992). A framework for testing 

cross-cultural pragmatics. Honolulu :: Second 

Language Teaching & Curriculum Center, 

University of Hawaii at Manoa., 

 Jordan, G. (2004). Theory Construction in 

Second language Acquisition. Amsterdam; 

Philadelphia: John Benjamins. 

 Juffs, A. (1996). Learnability and the Lexicon, 

Theories and Second Language Acquesition 



 

 

 

 

140 

Research (Vol. 12). Amsterdam; Philadelphia: 

John Benjamins Publishing Company. 

 Kawaguchi, S. (2002). Grammatical 

Development in Learning of Japanese as a 

Second Language. In B. Di Biase (Ed.), 

Developing a Second Language: Acquisition, 

Processing and Pedagogy of Arabic, Chinese, 

English, Italian, Japanese, Swedish (Vol. 10, 

pp. 120). Melbourne :: Language Australia. 

 Kawaguchi, S. (2005). Argument Structure 

and Syntactic Development in Japanese as a 

Second Language. In M. Pienemann (Ed.), 

Cross-Linguistic Aspects of Processability 

Theory (Vol. 30, pp. 253-298). Amsterdam; 

Philadelphia: John Benjamins. 

 Krashen, S. D., Houck, N., Guunchi, P., Bode, 

S., Birnbaum, R., & Strei, J. (1977). Difficulty 

Order for Grammatical Morphemes for Adult 



 

 

 

 

141 

Second Language Performers Using Free 

Speech. TESOL Quarterly, 11, 338-341 . 

 Larsen-Freeman, D., & Long, M. H. (1991). 

An Introduction to Second Language 

Acquisition Research. London; New York: 

Longman Group UK Limited. 

 Levelt, W. J. M. (1989). Speaking: from 

Intention to Articulation. Cambridge: MIT 

Press. 

 Mansouri, F., & Håkansson, G. (2007). Intra-

stage Developmental Order: Empirical 

Evidence from Arabic and Swedish as Second 

Languages. In F. Mansouri (Ed.), Second 

Language Acquisition Research: Theory-

Construction and Testing (pp. 95-118). 

Newcastle: Cambridge Scholar Press. 



 

 

 

 

142 

 McLaughlin, B. (1987). Theories of Second-

Language Learning. London; New York: 

Arnold, Edward. 

 McLaughlin, B. (1990). "Conscious" Versus 

"Unconscious" Learning. TESOL Quarterly, 

24(4), 617-634 . 

 Nielsen, H. L. (1997). On Acquisition Order 

of Agreement Procedures in Arabic Learner 

Language. Al-Arabiyya, 30, 49-95 . 

 Pallotti, G. (2003). Methodological Issues in 

Testing Processability Theory on Languages 

with Rich Inflectional Morphology. 4th 

International Symposium on Processability, 

Second Language Acquisition and 

Bilingualism.  Retrieved 15 December, 2006, 

from 

http://www.nebrhijos.com/processability/pal.h

tm 



 

 

 

 

143 

 Pienemann, M. (1987). Determining the 

Influence of Instruction on L2 Speech 

Processing. Australian Review of Applied 

Linguistics, 10(2), 83-113 . 

 Pienemann, M. (1998). Language Processing 

and Second Language Development: 

Processability Theory (Vol. 15). Amsterdam: 

John Benjamins. 

 Pienemann, M. (1999). Response 1 on Gregg's 

Review of M. Pienemann. Language 

Processing and Second Language 

Development: Processing Theory. 

Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 1998. The 

Clarion, 5(1), 18-23 . 

 Pienemann, M. (Ed.). (2005). Cross-Linguistic 

Aspects of Processability Theory (Vol. 30). 

Amsterdam; Philadelphia: John Benjamins. 



 

 

 

 

144 

 Zhang, Y. (2005). Processing and Formal 

Instruction in the L2 Acquisition of Five 

Chinese Grammatical Morphemes. In M. 

Pienemann (Ed.), Cross-Linguistic Aspects of 

Processability Theory (Vol. 30, pp. 155-177). 

Amsterdam; Philadelphia: John Benjamins. 

 

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org



