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Abstract

This thesis is a semantic study of Al-Zawzani's explication of the
Seven Muaakat, posited in the light of modern linguistic approaches to
the science of meaning.

The thesis consists of five chapters, an introduction and a conclusion,
along with Appendices, a Bibliography and an Index.

Chapter One is the theoretical part of the study, geared to introduce the
reader to Al-Mua'ala'’kat and to semiotics. Hence it is evenhandedly
divided into two sections. Section One deals with Arab poetry in general
and Jahilite poetry in particular- its distinctive linguistic and semantic
registers as well as its role in depicting the surrounding social milieu. A
concomitant introduction follows, broaching Al-Zawzani's interpretation
of Al-Mua'ala’kat. Section Two brings up the subject of semiotics and its
various branches and theories in Arab and Western studies. It also
outlines some approaches to the study of meaning in modern linguistics.

The Second Chapter is entitled "Al-Zawzani Liberating the Meaning
and Interpreting It." It projects a triangular semiotic theory onto Al-
Zawzani's interpretations, thereby dividing this chapter into three
sections. The first sees this idiomatic term- the liberation of meaning- as
amost exclusive to Al-Zawzani. He delved deeper than most Arab
interpreters of Al-Mua'ala'’kat and manifestly avoided facile, direct
explanations. Al-Zawzani frequently resorted to this dissociative semantic
mechanism when the meaning was not perfectly clear and still enveloped
in mystery and ambiguity. He would digress away from the text, using
such interpretive tools as embodied in his "dissociating,” "summing up"
and/or "appraising” the meaning.

The thesis applies this tripartite dimension to the triangular semiotic
theory devised by |. A. Richards and K. Ogden by way of elucidation.
The explained text (the word/symbol) becomes the first side of the
semiotic triangle; the generative meaning (the reference/thought) the
second; and the liberated dissociative meaning the poet ultimately seeks
(the thing/referent) the third. The second section deals with the idiomatic
expressions and on the way Al-Zawzani extricated the expression from its
lexical and exclusively linguistic registers and placed it within the
parameters of the idiomatic reference/thought. Subsequently, the third
section explains the semiotic symbols- whether proverbs, tropes or
images and figures of speech- which are meant to point to a farther, less
explicit meaning.

The Third Chapter, Explication by Means of Multifarious phonetic and
Semiotic Significations, is based on the theory of semantic fields. It
comprises two sections, the first of which tackles explanation with
multiple linguistic registers, like synonymical, antonymica and
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etymological explanations. The second section deals with explanation by
semantic polyphony, through the shared and antonymical registered. In
their delineation of semantic fields, linguists have often listed synonyms,
antonyms, etymological patterns and polysemous words, all of which
were used by Al-Zawzani to broach meaning and clarify it to the
recipient.

The fourth chapter, The Contextual Explanation, focuses on the
contextual theory of meaning, which harmonizes linguistic elements and
places them within contextual domains. Linguists have delineated a
number of contexts, including: the lexical context that changes the
significations of a particular word with changes in its structure; the
cultural or social contexts that observe the socio-cultural values
associated with a particular word; the situational or attitudinal context,
which is the external situation a particular word may occur in; and the
affective or emotive context, which specifies the significations of a
particular word vis-avis feeling. The poetic samples used in this
contextual explanation cover numerous kinds of contexts and are thus
grouped under the rubric of explanation by way of shifting or translation.

The second section in this chapter addresses itself to the generic
interpretation that includes all the significations Al-Zawzani specified
with reference to observation and the surrounding environment. All the
poetry samples listed in this kind of interpretation represent a socio-
cultural context.

The third section in this chapter is the linguistic texture. As the reader
of Al-Mualakat readily sees, there are manifest similarities in their
linguistic formulation, due to the similarities in their purposes and subject
matter. The linguistic texture brings up certain structures prerogated by
the grammatical and poetic usages, such as replacing one
word/expression with another, omitting the verb or using the proximal
dative form, etc.

The final chapter is entitled "Al-Zawzani's Axiomatic Signification
and Simeotic Development.” It comprises two sections, the first of which
Is dedicated to foregrounding some semiotic significations Al-Zawzani
mentioned in his explanation. The second section deals with Al-
Zawzani's kinds of semiotic development, including generalizing the
sign, specifying the sign and shifting the sign.

A final conclusion rounds us the main findings of the thesis, followed
by Appendices and alist of works cited.
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