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dictionary systematic computerized The
Dr. Husain Ali Alzeraee
Associate Professor of Linguistics

Dr. Abdulrahman Hasan Albarqi
Assistant Professor of Linguistics

ABSTRACT:

This work aims at identifying the systematic ordains and
sequentials derived from each Arabic root and to specify the system
collapse required as a perquisite for computerizing the whole
lexicon elements generated from these roots. The project also aims
at establishing sequential and derivational conceptualizations that
contribute in launching the computational adequacy for the Arabic
lexicon. To achieve this strategy, the research builds on tow broad
principles that are considered the key resources of computerized
systemic lexicon:

The first principle is the list of lexical roots (the twenty-eight
Arabic alphabets that include all possible and impossible trilateral
roots in Arabic language (see paragraph 2 for an example)). These
roots work as the main source of all other roots in Arabic.

The second principle is the (morpheme card) that it is
designed to facilitate counting all possible derivations from each
root (as shown in paragraph 2.1).
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Dalia of Maari in lamentation
Abu Hamza al-Faqih and the Arabic Criticism
Study in the Curriculum

ABSTRACT:

This study tried to stand on the most important efforts that
addressed Dalia Maari in lamentation Abu Hamza al-Faqih,
introduced it, and stood on the curriculum, and methods, and the
contribution that it put in clarifying the features of the poem and its
connotations, it belongs to the so-called studies (criticizing the
criticism); it seeks to search for how Arab critic dealt with the Dalia
in order to detect the critic methodology in dealing with it. The
efforts that addressed the Dalia are three parts, the first part: (The
partial curriculum / What about the text "historical study"), has
dealt with the historical conditions disbanded its attention to the
structural and aesthetic content of the Dalia. The second part: (the
fractional curriculum / study the text), was about the efforts that
addressed the internal textual content of the Dalia, and was divided
in this part by component textual that attracted every attempt “the
language, the meaning, the melody and the rhythm, the stylistic
study." The third part: (curriculum election and selection / post
text), and this part tried to see what is post the text, and the effect
left, and tried to measure this effect through one of the main
features, which is how the Dalia attended in the books of the
election and selection. The study concluded that all the efforts
offered to Dalia have come on various aspects of it, though
fragmented these aspects and did not come in comprehensive
context concerns all of them, but somehow, sought the stylistic
study in dealing with internal components across multiple levels.
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(Gramatical paradoxes in Steady rule and its constancy)

Dr. Thab Hammam Hammam Elshewy

ABSTRACT

The search (Gramatical paradoxes in Steady rule and its
constancy) stems from the fact that grammatical rule is different
from its extraction. The first is a general rule on the multiple uses
of language, which formed a standard linguistic phenomenon. So,
the rule takes abstract formula. However, the extraction of rule is
the procedure and approach which taken by grammarians in its the
extraction, and interpretation of irregular forms.

Arbitration Grammarians for steady rule in linguistic uses
are strictly has two effects. The first, the idea standard in language
of extraction rule in the two phases of the establishment of the rule
and its interpretation. The second, there are methodological
challenges, such as: It does not have to be linguistic uses in verbal
steady position with rules. They do not deny other uses which are
no less eloquence; except in the common level of classical
language. It also challenges, the linguistic development of
vocabulary and structures inside the grammar system is slow; when
compared to the evolution resulting from the use of speech in
diverse contexts and for different purposes.

The search in relationship between the steady rule and
linguistic usage finds paradoxes in the linguistic regularities and its
irregularities within grammarians’ methodologs.
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Glottalical Pressure Phonemes in Arabic
huru:f algalgala

by
Samir Sharif Steitiy

This research aims at classifying the articulatory features and
acoustic characteristics of the so-called: sounds of galgala in
Classical Arabic. According to their production these phonemes are
considered to be as glottalical pressure sounds. The research
discussed their description and classification in the classical works
of Arabic phonetics and grammar. As for their acoustical
characteristics the researcher examined their energy, and sound
pressure level in the computer speech lab (CSL). Each one of the
five glottalical phonemes was pronounced in the same context
twice: glottalical and pulmonic pressure. Results of the paper shows
that time of vibration, energy, and pronunciation as pulmonic.

Key words: glottalical pressure phonemes
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Aesthetics of Opposition in Qatari Ibn Al Fujaa’a speech
Dr. Raeda Aku zhia & Dr. Thanaa Ayash

ABSTRACT

The antagonism has the ability to combine between two
extremes, and this contributes to clarify the meaning and
implanting it in the mind of the recipient; because contrary could
distinct things.

The current research highlights the manifestations of
antagonism as reflected in the discourse of Qatari Bin Fujaaa. This
is accomplished by stating the types of antagonism he used to
convince his followers, urging them to asceticism in the world, and
work for the Hereafter.

Among the most prominent findings of this research is the
varied pattern between antagonism time, and contrast based on
paradox, the name of the effect, and the method of the condition.
Also he appointed the antagonism contrast based on the brevity
style, and brevity abridgement. This is a proof on Qatari’s ability of
to invest on the antagonism expressionism potential.
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Argumentation in The Sermon of The Prophet

Dr. Jaman Abdlkreem Al-Ghamdi

ABSTRACT

This paper deals with argumentation in the sermon of the
Prophet. It is composed of three sections. The first deals with
rhetoric and argumentation in general, and has particularly focused
on the study of the prophetic sermon. The second traces
argumentation in the sermon of the prophet. The third concentrates
on argumentative analysis and provides a suggested model for
argumentation in the prophetic sermon.
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The Discourse Reader, Edited by Adam Jaworski and Nikolas Coupland,
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- Ernest Lepore with Sam Cumming: Meaning and Argument (An
Introduction Logic Through Language, Wiley-Black Well, Second Edition,
2009, p32.
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Of Argumentation Theory.p187.
Jan Renkema: Introduction Discourse Studies, 2004,p 212 4.
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Part II1 —Social Factors

5 ElE 58
AEIRAEE
2R E|C|=
2
30. My spmety encourages reading 1121314l5
English books
31. I see my classmates reading English 1121314l5
books and am encouraged to do so
32. Financial difficulties cause me to
11231415
neglect my study
33. Frequent visitors (friends/relatives)
: 11231415
interrupt my study
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= Bl |2
515/ E|5| 2
o2 o|&E| B
AEIEIEIE
2
20. When reading, I can distinguish
readily between important and| 1 |2 |3 |4 |5
unimportant points
21. I try to organize information in a 1120314al5

systematic way

22. If T have trouble understanding
material in the course, I askmy| 1 |2 |3 |4 |5
teacher

23. If 1 have trouble understanding
material in the course, I seek| 1 |2 |3 (4|5
other material to help me

24. If 1 have trouble understanding
material in the course, I try to| 1 |2 |3 ][4 |5
ignore it

G. Effort

25. 1 start to prepare for the exams
right from the beginning of the| 1 |2 |3 |4 |5
term

26. I start cramming just a few hours
1123145
before the exam
27. I usually get a good night's rest 11213lals

prior to a scheduled exam

28. 1 understand the structure of
different types of tests and am| 1 |2 |3 (4 |5
able to prepare for each type

H. Preparation for exam

29. When I realize that tests are easy
to pass, I don’t study that much
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Please read these questions carefully and tick the

appropriate answers.

g w2
5| E|E| 5|5
5| 2| o|E| B
“ 1Al 51C|=
g </10. I come to my classes regularly 112(3]4]5
z -2
§ &[11. T always come to my classes on 11213lals
22 time
= &|12. I volunteer answers to questions
@) ) ) 112345
posed by instructors in the class
= 13. I am satls'ﬁed w1th my level of 11213lals
g= concentration required for a task
% 14. T attend my class without being
= attentive Lp2]314)3
O
~ 15. I read aloud to concentrate and 11213lals
understand
16. 1 use the newly learnt words/structures
g in speech and writing 1231475
£ |17. I say the new words orally/aloud
g again and again to learn/ memorize| 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5
& them (not used in context)
= |18. T memorize grammatical rules
= and definitions of terms without| 1 | 2 |3 (4 | 5
understanding them
g |19. T often study in a haphazard,
g 4 disorganized way wunder the| 1 |2 |3 /4|5
& threat of the next test
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b.In the afternoon d. After mid-night

e Time wasters/ Distracters

6. How many hours do you spend with your friends every day
for fun?

a.None c. 3 hours-4 hours
b.1 hour- 2 hours d. More than 4 hours
7. How many hours do you watch TV every day?
a.l do not watch TV c. 3 hours- 4 hours daily
b.1 hour- 2 hours daily d. More than 4 hours daily

8. How many hours do you surf the internet and use mobile
phone for non-academic purposes?

a.None c. 3 hour — 5 hours
b.1 hour — 3 hours d. More than 5 hours a day
B. Preferred location
9. Where do you spend most of your time studying?
a. At the library /university c. At a friend’s house
b.Home d. Other places
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Appendix
Dear Student,

The attached questionnaire has a number of questions related
to your study habits. Please read the questions carefully before
writing down your answers. We assure you that your answers
will be treated confidentially and will be used for research
purposes only.

Part I - Personal Information:
Please fill in the form below.

Student’s Name (optional) .............ccoceiiiiiiiiiiiinn..

1. Sex:: () Male () Female

2. GPA (at university) a. Below 2 c.3-3.99
b.2-2.99 d.4-5

3. Level: a.3&4 c.7&8 b.5&6

Part II- General Study Habits:

Please circle the answer that best applies to you.

A. Time management:

e The number of hours you spend studying per week

4. How many hours do you study every day?
a.Less than 1Thour  c. I study only on the day before the exam
b. More than 1hour  d. I study only in the week prior to the exam

e Preferred time for studying

5. At what time do you usually start your studies at home?

a.Early in the morning c. In the evening
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but a little unconventional, way to motivate the students would
be encouraging them read beyond and around the syllabi. If a
student grows the flair for reading he would probably naturally
start developing his study skills and would also be able to
practically apply the suggestions of the teacher into practice
regarding study skills and proper habit towards study. Another
way would be giving tests, both surprise and announced.
However, the teacher should be careful regarding this since too
many tests may rather create a mechanized environment and
might create disinterest/boredom towards learning. Once the
students build up effective study habits, learning or
achievement becomes easy for them; they start to work smarter
for a specific period rather than studying harder all the time.
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study habits and how to improve study habits and academic
performance.

It 1s normal that different students will have different study
habits. If the teachers give their students guidelines about how
to study well and in the most effective way, the students surely
would be able to improve their level of achievement.
Humanistic teaching could be a solution in this regard.
Teachers should try to find out the students’ strengths and
weaknesses in their studies through student counseling. When
a teacher finds a student getting bad grade in the exam or
admitting having trouble preparing properly for the tests,
he/she can arrange a special appointment with the particular
student to enquire about the student’s study habits. The teacher
can give necessary suggestions as to how the student can
improve his/her level of achievement by cultivating effective
study habits and later should observe whether the suggestions
are being followed or not. Also, the two interdependent
factors, motivation and attitude can play a vital role in
fostering effective study habits in the students. According to
Rod Ellis, “Motivation and attitudes are important factors,
which help to determine the level of proficiency achieved by
different learners.” (1986:118) Jeremy Harmer states, “The
motivation that brings students to the task of learning English
can be affected and influenced by the attitude of a number of
people.” According to him, “The society we live in”,
“Significant others”, “The teacher”, “The method”, are the
“sources of motivation”. (2003: 51, 52) Apart from the
motivation, extrinsic or intrinsic, provided by others the
students should also have positive attitude; they should always
aspire for achieving success in language learning. One easy,
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authors of this paper would like to suggest the following: First,
to increase the number of hours students study every day and
to engage them in studying activities; it is advisable to give
students quizzes and assignments on weekly basis. Second,
this study shows that peers encouragement has a positive
correlation with effective study habits; therefore teachers can
involve students in collaborative learning activities which can
be implemented through the use of the e-learning facilities
provided by the university. Third, teachers have to use a
variety of teaching techniques and encourage students to
participate in classroom activities and help them become
autonomous learners. Fourth, this study also shows that society
encouragement has a positive correlation with effective study
habits; therefore the college can start extracurricular actives
which can be achieved by establishing partnership with parents
and influential communities. And students can also be
appointed to different roles in community services. Parents
should also be involved into extended extracurricular actives
so that the bonding between the community and the university
grows and parents feel engaged in the endeavours of their sons
and daughters. Fifth, the university, through the Deanship of
Students’ Affairs, should provide the financial assistance to
students who face serious financial difficulties in their
domestic affairs. Sixth, it is important to focus on the role of
libraries in establishing effective study habits, and it is also the
responsibility of faculty members to motivate their students for
the effective use of the library. Finally, as it is the case with
other studies (Afful-Broni and Mawusi, 2010 & Aquino,2011),
it 1s necessary to provide students with couseling and guidance
services through open forums, workshops and seminars on
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that “your brain needs to sleep properly for the memories to be
encoded in your neurons. You need to reduce your mental
stress.” (Real, 2011). Second, 28.9% of the students sometimes
ask their teacher when they have trouble understanding
material in the course and 30.5% sometimes seek other
material to help them if they have trouble understanding the
material in the course. Third, students who come to their
classes regularly on time and volunteer to participate in
classroom activities were better achievers than their
counterparts. Fourth, concerning the relationship between
study habits and social factors, the results indicate that there is
a negative correlation between the number of hours students
study everyday and financial difficulties. In addition, a highly
significant correlation exists between peers encouragement
and the number of hours students study every day. Fifth, there
is a highly significant correlation between punctuality and
participation, memorization, effort, preparation for exam and
society and peers encouragement.

Sixth, regarding the use of the library, Cook & Heat (2001)
state that libraries play a particularly important role, serving as
a home away from home for the length of the academic day.
The present study shows that the overwhelming majority of
students (88.9% Table-5) prefer to study at home whereas
only 1.8% of the students use the university library for study.
The obtained data analysis 1s significant and may be
interpreted in two ways. Either the library is not an ideal place
for study or the students are not properly familiarized to its
use.

Based on the findings of this study and keeping in mind
the significance of improving students' study habits, the

Volume No 10 .Rajab 1434 Ah .May 2013 51



The General Study Habits of Major EFL Students ...

Concerning the relationship between study habits and
social factors, the results indicate that there is a negative
correlation between the number of hours students study
everyday and financial difficulties. This means that financial
difficulties have a negative effect on the number of hours
students study a day. Also, there is a significant correlation
between frequent visitors (friends/relatives) and the number of
hours students spend with friends for fun every day. In
addition, a highly significant correlation exists between peers
encouragement and the number of hours students study every
day.

Furthermore, there is a highly significant correlation
between society and peers encouragement and certain study
habits such as punctuality and participation, memorization,
effort and preparation for exam.

Conclusion and Suggestions:

The importance of study habits stems from the fact that a
high positive correlation exits between study habits and
academic achievement. Furthermore, knowing the study habits
of students is a helpful tool in predicting students’
performance. Teachers and academic advisers can develop a
plan for the purpose of helping students change their study
habits and subsequently enhance their academic performance.

This study came to a number of conclusions: First, only
23.9% of the students study more than one hour a day. This
means that the majority of students study in a haphazard,
disorganized way and they study just a day or a week before
exams. Real (2011) states that cramming the night before the
exam will put the brain at a big disadvantage . He maintains
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GPA, number of hours students spend with friends for fun
every day, punctuality and participation, concentration, effort
and preparation for exam. Therefore, it can be safely said that
the consistency of female students towards their study
behavior resulted in their higher achievement in contrast to
the male students. Female students surf the internet and use
mobile phone for non-academic purposes more than the males.
Male students study a day before the exam, whereas female
students study on regular basis. Nonis & Hudson (2010) came
to a similar conclusion in terms of quantitative management of
time by male and female students for study but they have
further argued that studying may not simply be a quantity
issue; there are qualitative techniques, such as good study
habits, that can make study time more effective for students.

Regarding the relationship between students' GPA and
their general study habits, it is established in the present study
that there 1is a high correlation between punctuality,
participation and GPA. This means that students who come to
their classes regularly on time and participate in classroom
activities were better achievers than other students. It is
significant to mention that Chaudhry (2006), Eileen Garcia
(2006), and Crede & Kuncel (2008) found a positive
relationship between study habits and academic success.
However, Fuente et. al. (2009), who measured study habits
from a behavioral and organizational perspective (place, type
of room, study conditions, aloneness, library usage) and study
planning habits (fixed schedule, study plan, minimum amount
of study time per week) agreed that behaviors referring to
study habits and academic performance are interdependent.
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Responses about punctuality and participation show that
43.6% of the students are always interested in attending the
classes regularly, 42.7% always come to classes on time and
45.9% sometimes volunteer to answer questions posed by
instructors in the class. Also, the results of this study show that
there is a positive correlation between achievement,
punctuality and participation. It is, therefore, the responsibility
of the English teacher to introduce such interactive activities in
the classroom that ensure students’ participation and
subsequently pave the way for their punctuality.

The response of the highest percentage of students to
‘effort” shows that 28.9% sometimes ask their teacher when
they have trouble understanding material in the course, 30.5%
sometimes seek other material to help them if they have
trouble understanding the material in the course.

Concerning preparation for the exam, results indicate that
27.5% of the students (23.6% less than an hour a day regularly
and 23.9% more than an hour a day regularly) sometimes start
to prepare for the exams right from the beginning of the
semester. 29.3% sometimes start cramming just a few hours
before the exam. 42% sometimes understand the structure of
different types of tests and are able to prepare for each type
and 29.1% don’t study that much probably because they
believe that exams are not challenging and therefore easy to
pass.

In contrast to female students, male students study for
more hours every day. Male students watch TV for more
hours every day in contrast to their female counterparts. There
was also a significant difference in favor of female students in
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5. Discussion:

Responses of participants reveal that the GPA of 42.5% of
the students is below the average. This can be attributed to the
students' bad study habits. For instance, only 23.9% of the
students study more than one hour a day while majority of
them study just a day or a week before exams. Furthermore,
51.6 % of the students prefer to study in the evening.
Concerning this issue, Real (2011) mentions that “by starting
your studies early, and reviewing what you’ve learned, you
have a much better chance of remembering and understanding
what you need to know when you face a big exam." Also,
Hopper (2010) states that “an hour of study during the day
may take an hour and a half at night.” (Hopper,2010, 3)

As for time wasters, data analysis shows that 42.5% of the
students spend 1-2 hours daily with friends for fun. 49.3%
watch TV for 1-2 hours a day and 46.4% surf the internet and
use mobile phone for non-academic purposes for 1-3 hours a
day. Concerning the preferred location for study, the results
show that 88.9% of the students study at home. His research
shows ‘“‘that students who study with someone routinely
make better grades. Yet studying in a group or with a
partner can sometimes become too social. It is
important to stay focused. (Hopper,2010, 3).

Regarding concentration, participants responses indicate
that 37.7% of the students sometimes attend their classes
without being attentive. It is important to use various
techniques in the classroom such as comprehension checks,
conversational activities and discussions in order to draw the
attention of the students and help them focus on the learning
tasks.
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English books and am encouraged to do so], and factor 3
[financial difficulties cause me to neglect my study].

Table 19: The relationship between study habits and selected
social factors (Part —B)

»n S

he] —_— <

S § S| © S |o 8 & | S
. SE 2| E|lgp ™| E
<

5 ~l O > é o @

[l

Pearson - * . "

Factor |Correlation 204 |.064 |.099 |.038 |.215 |.202
1*** |Sig. (2-tailed) |.000 | .181 | .039 | .426 | .000 | .000
N 440 | 440 | 440 | 440 | 440 | 440
Pearson sk ok * . %

Factor | Correlation JA88 132 1.097 |.032 [.197 |.183
2#%* 1S1g. (2-tailed) |.000 | .006 | .042 | .506 | .000 | .000
N 440 | 440 | 440 | 440 | 440 | 440
Pearson - -

Factor |Correlation -.054-1.071 1| .029 | .061 |.160 |.161
3*#*1Sig. (2-tailed) |.255].137 | .539 |.204 | .001 | .001
N 440 | 440 | 440 | 440 | 440 | 440
Pearson - .

Factor | Correlation 011 [-.035-1.189 |.056|.014 |-.095
4*x*% 1 Sqg. (2-tailed) | .821|.462 | .000 | .242 | .774 | .046
N 440 | 440 | 440 | 440 | 440 | 440

*Correlation is significant at 0.05 level

**Correlation is significant at 0.01 level
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**% Factor 1, 2, 3 and 4 mean the students’ responses to the
following questionnaire items:

Factor 1: My society encourages reading English books.

Factor 2: I see my classmates reading English books and am
encouraged to do so.

Factor 3: Financial difficulties cause me to neglect my study.
Factor 4: Frequent visitors (friends/relatives) interrupt my study.

Table-19 below shows relationships between social factors
and some other aspects of study habits. There is a highly
significant correlation between punctuality and participation
and factor 1 [my society encourages reading English books]
and factor 2 [I see my classmates reading English books and
am encouraged to do so] (P <0.01).

e Concentration has a highly significant correlation with
factor 2 [I see my classmates reading English books and
am encouraged to do so] (P <0.01).

e Memorization has significant correlation with factor 1 [my
society encourages reading English books] and 2 [I see my
classmates reading English books and am encouraged to do
so] (P <0.05).

e Effort has a highly significant correlation with factor 1
[My society encourages reading English books], factor 2 [I
see my classmates reading English books and am
encouraged to do so], and factor 3 [financial difficulties
cause me to neglect my study] (P <0.01).

e Preparation for exam has significant negative correlation
with factor 4 [frequent visitors (friends/relatives) interrupt
my study], and a highly positive significant correlation
with factors factor 1 [my society encourages reading
English books], factor 2 [I see my classmates reading
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Table 18: The relationship between study habits and selected
social factors

(Part —A)
g% |83 8| 8¢
SLIBL| 8| 8%
_, |Pearson. -.080- |-.090- |-.098"| 041
—g = Correlation
Z S |Sig. (2-tailed) 096 |.061 | .041 | 395
N 440 | 440 | 440 | 440
Pearson o
§ > |Correlation 036 |.085|.1437"| -.005-
Z S |Sig. (2-tailed) 457 | .076 | .003 | 922
N 440 | 440 | 440 | 440
Pearson . o .
2| £ % |Coelation 1337 11247 063 | .099
S| 22 |Sig. (2-tailed) 005 |.009 | .186 | .038
= N 440 | 440 | 440 | 440
E Pearson 183" | -.024-|-.018-| -.001-
o > Correlation
@ B [Sig. (2-tailed) 000 | .621] .699 | .981
N 440 | 440 | 440 | 440
3 o |Pearson 011 [-.035-] .028 | .070
£ 5 Correlation
= ‘23 Sig. (2-tailed) 823 | 470 | 556 | .145
= N 440 | 440 | 440 | 440
g |Pearson 033 |-012-] .078 | .059
Z Correlation
S |Sig. (2-tailed) 493 | 798| .103 | 218
= N 440 | 440 | 440 | 440
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Item GPA
Course materials | Correlation 012
Organization Coefficient ]
Sig. (2-tailed) .800
N 440
Effort Correlation
Coefficient 089
Sig. (2-tailed) .063
N 440
Preparation for exam | Correlation 041
Coefficient '
Sig. (2-tailed) 387
N 440

* Correlation is significant at 0.05 level

** Correlation is significant at 0.01 level

The fourth research question is about the relationship

between study habits and social factors, table-18 below
shows the following results:

There is a negative correlation between study hours and
factor 3 (P < 0.05). (financial difficulties cause me to
neglect my study) . This means that financial difficulties
have a negative effect on the number of hours students
study a day.

There is a significant correlation between number of hours
students spend with friends for fun every day and factor 4
(frequent visitors (friends/relatives) interrupt my study) (P
< 0.05) and a highly significant correlation with factor 2 (I
see my classmates reading English books and am
encouraged to do so) (P <0.01).
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> | & g 123, g
5| 5| 5§ [Eog £ | 85
5 = E ps g ® |58

A S = O = A~

Mann-

Whitney U 1.359E4 |2.069E4 | 2.224E4 | 2.370E4 | 1.596E4 | 1.951E4
Wilcoxon W | 3.768E4 |4.478E4 | 4.633E4 | 4.824F4 |4.005E4 | 4.360E4
Z -8.075- | -2.664- | -1.484- | -376- | -6.249- | -3.537-
AS(Yzf_gg-egig 000 | .008 | .138 | .707 | .000 | .000

The third research question is about the relationship
between students' GPA and their general study habits. It is
evident from table-17 below that there is only a correlation
between punctuality and GPA (at 0.01 level of significance).

Table 17: Correlation coefficient between GPA and general

study habits

Item GPA

Punctuality Correlation 250"
Coefficient '
Sig. (2-tailed) .000
N 440

Concentration Correlation 089
Coefficient '
Sig. (2-tailed) .063
N 440

Memorization Correlation 005
Coefficient '
Sig. (2-tailed) .920
N 440
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Table 15: The differences in study habits between male and
female students (Part- B)

Mean Sum of
Sex N Rank Ranks

Male |219 | 172.03 37675.50

Female | 221 | 268.53 59344.50

Punctuality and

Practice Total | 440
Male |219| 204.47 | 44779.00
Concentration Female | 221 | 236.38 | 52241.00
Total | 440
Male |219| 211.56 | 46332.50
Memorization Female | 221 | 229.36 | 50687.50
Total | 440

Male |219| 222.76 | 48784.50
Female | 221 | 218.26 48235.50

Course materials
Organization

Total | 440

Male |219| 182.89 | 40052.00
Effort Female | 221 | 257.77 | 56968.00

Total | 440

Male | 219 ] 199.10 | 43602.00
Preparation for exam | Female | 221 | 241.71 | 53418.00
Total | 440

Table 16: The differences in study habits between male and
female students (Part- B)
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Table 14: The differences in study habits between male and
female students (Part- A)

Study | Study | With TV Internet/| Locati

hours | time | friends Mobile | on

Mann- [21081.5| 2.400 | 20630. | 1.745 | 21520. | 2.404
Whitney U 00 E4 500 E4 000 E4
Wilcoxon W 45612.5| 4.853 [ 44720. | 4.198 | 45610. | 4.813
00 E4 500 E4 000 E4

Z -2.417-|-.160-|-2.834--5.451-|-2.148-| -.214-
Asymp. | 16 | 873 | .005 | 000 | 032 | 831

Slg. (2-tailed)

Also, as shown in tables 15 and 16 below, the following

differences appear between male and female students:

There is a significant difference in favor of female students
(at 0.01 level of significance) in punctuality and
participation. The mean rank for female students is 268.53
whereas the mean rank for male students is 172.03.

There is a significant difference in favor of female students
(at 0.01 level of significance) in concentration. The mean
rank for female students is 236.38 whereas the mean rank
for male students is 204.47.

There is a significant difference in favor of female students
(at 0.01 level of significance) in effort. The mean rank for
female students is 257.77 whereas the mean rank for male
students is 182.89.

There is a significant difference in favor of female students
(at 0.01 level of significance) in preparation for exam. The
mean rank for female students is 241.71whereas the mean
rank for male students is 199.10. Male students study a day
before the exam, whereas female students study on regular basis.
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Table 13: The differences in study habits between male and

female students (Part —A)
Variabl S N Mean Sum of
atiable ex Rank Ranks

Male | 219 | 234.74 51407.50

Time for study female | 221 | 206.39 45612.50

Total | 440

Preferred time for | Male | 219 | 221.40 48486.00

study (Time of the | ¢ ale | 221 | 219.61 | 48534.00

day)
Total | 440

Number of hours Male | 219 | 204.20 44720.50

students spend female | 221 | 236.65 52299.50

with friends for fun Total | 440
every day.

Number of hours Male | 219 | 251.32 55040.00

students watch TV | female | 221 189.95 41980.00

every day Total | 440

Number of hours Male | 219 | 208.26 45610.00

students surfthe | Female | 221 232.62 51410.00

internet and use
mobile phone for
non-academic
purposes

Total | 440

Male | 219 | 219.79 48134.00

Preferred location | female | 221 | 221.20 48886.00

Total | 440
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Table 12: Difference in GPA between male and female students

Sex | N |GPA Mean Rank| Mann-Whitney U | 1.413E4

male (219 174.54 Wilcoxon W 3.822E4

female |221 266.04 Z -8.133-
Total {440 Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed)| .000

Also tables—13 and 14 below, the following differences

between male and female students:

There is a significant difference in favor of male students
(at 0.05 level of significance) in the number of hours they
study every day. The mean rank for the male students is
234.74 whereas the mean rank for the female students is
206.39. On the other hand, there is a significant difference
in favor of female students (at 0.01 level of significance) in
the number of hours they spend with friends for fun every
day. The mean rank for the female students is 236.65
whereas the mean rank for the male students 1s 204.20.

There is a significant difference in favor of male students
(at 0.01 level of significance) in the number of hours
students watch TV every day. The mean rank for the male
students is 251.32 whereas the mean rank for the female
students is 189.95.

There is a significant difference in favor of female students
(at 0.05 level of significance) in the number of hours
students surf the internet and use mobile phone for non-
academic purposes. The mean rank for the female students
i1s 232.62 whereas the mean rank for the male students is
208.26.
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different types of tests and are able to prepare for each type.
4.8% opted for never and 14.5% opted for always. 29.1% (the
highest percentage) of students sometimes do not study much
if they realize that tests are easy to pass. 24.5% opted for never
and 9.5% opted for always.

Table 11: Preparation for exam

Statement Percentages of

Responses
N
s| E|E| 2| &
> Q dum) Q <
O = o = =
o p—
Z | R g SR
N

I start to prepare for the exams

right from the beginning of the term

I start cramming just a few hours

before the exam

I usually get a good rest at night

prior to a scheduled exam

I understand the structure of

different types of tests and am able| 4.8 [ 12.7(42.0|25.9|14.5

to prepare for each type
When I realize that tests are easy | 24. | 18. | 29. | 18.
to pass, I don’t study that much 516 [ 1|2

23.6123.0127.5(13.9]12.0

13.9111.8129.327.5|17.5

11.115.035.2|23.415.2

9.5

Concerning the second research question, Mann-Whitely
Test was used to study the differences in study habits between
male and female students. Table-12 below shows that there is a
statistically significant difference between GPA of male and
female students (at 0.01 level of significance) in favor of
female students.
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Table 10: Effort

Percentages of

Statement
Responses

b
wn
5| E|E| 5] %
D) % Q = E
Z | 3 g O | <

7

If T have trouble understanding
material in the course, I ask my|13.2119.5(28.9|21.4|17.0
teacher

If T have trouble understanding
material in the course, I seek other|11.4|14.8{30.5|23.2(20.2
material to help me

If T have trouble understanding
material in the course, 1 try t0|28.6/26.8/25.9/10.9| 7.7
ignore it

H. Preparation for Exam

As shown in table-11 below 27.5% (the highest
percentage) of students sometimes start to prepare for the
exams right from the beginning of the semester. Those who
never make such preparation are 23.6% and those who always
prepare from the beginning are 12%. Furthermore, 29.3% (the
highest percentage) of students sometimes start cramming just
a few hours before the exam. Those who opted for never in
response to cramming just a few hours before the exam are
13.9% and17.5% opted for always. 33% (the highest
percentage) of students sometimes get a good night's rest prior
to an exam. 11.1% opted for never and 15.2% opted for
always. Their response to the fourth item shows that 42% (the
highest percentage) sometimes understand the structure of
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Table 9: Course materials organization

Percentages of

Statement
Responses

Never
Seldom
Sometimes
Often
Always

I often study in a haphazard,
disorganized way under the threat|18.4|17.7|37.3|18.9| 7.7
of the next test

When reading, I can distinguish
readily between important and| 4.1 |12.7|31.6|31.4|20.2
unimportant points
I try to Qrganlze information in a 32 1751239(382(273
systematic way

G. Effort

It is clear from table-10 below that 28.9% (highest
percentage) of students sometimes ask their teachers while
having trouble understanding the course material. Those who
never do so are 13.2% and those who always do so are 17%.
Furthermore, 30.5% (the highest percentage) of students
sometimes seek other material if they have trouble
understanding the text. Those who never do so are 11.4% and
those who always do so are 20.2%. 28.6% (the highest
percentage) of students never try to ignore the course material
if they have trouble understanding it.
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Table 8: Memorization

Statement Percentages of
Responses
:
|72]
S5 =%
=g |& | B
# |a |O | <

“ | Never

I use the newly learnt words/structures
in speech and writing

I say the new words orally/ out loud
again and again to learn/ memorize| 9.1 | 13.6(33.9|21.6|21.8

them (not used in context)

I memorize grammatical rules and
definitions of terms without|30.0|22.7|24.3(15.5| 7.5
understanding them

p—
>
(OS]

9 117.5(355|28.9

F. Course Materials Organization

As shown 1n table -9 below 37.3% (the highest percentage)
of students often study in a haphazard, disorganized way under
the threat of the test. In contrast, those who never do so are
18.4%. The students who always study under the threat of an
exam are only 7.7%. 31.6% (the highest percentage) of
students can sometimes readily distinguish between important
and unimportant points while reading. 4.1% never succeed in
making such distinctions and 20.2% can always make
distinctions between important and unimportant points.
Responses to the third item shows that 38.2% (the highest
percentage) of students often try to organize information in a
systematic way whereas those who never do so are 3.2% and
those who always do so are 27.3%.
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Table 7: Concentration

Statement Percentages of
Responses
:
g |o 2
$—
2|2 |8 |2
(] O o G —_—
Z |lvnn |lvn |O | <

I am satisfied with my level of| g 1 |
concentration required for a task

1139.1127.5|11.1

(@)

I attend my class without being|191(220(377115.215.9
attentive

I read aloud to concentrate and 911150133.002251205
understand

E. Memorization

Table-8 below shows that 35.5% (the highest percentage)
of students sometimes use the newly learnt words/structures in
speech and writing whereas those who never use such
words/structures are 3.9%. Those who always use such
words/structures are 14.3%. Also, 33.9% (the highest
percentage) of students sometimes say the new words orally/
out loud again and again to learn/memorize them whereas
those who never do such practices are 9.1%. Those who
always do this drilling are 21.8%. In addition, 30% (the
highest percentage) of students never memorize grammatical
rules and definitions of terms without understanding them
while only 7.5% always memorize without understanding.
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Table 6: Punctuality and participation

Statement Percentages of Responses
3
5 | E|E |5 | &
2 |2 |8 | & |
z |2 | € |C | Z
Z | 3 = <
o2

I come to my classes regularly | 3.6 | 9.1 | 19.1 | 24.5 | 43.6
I always come to my classes | | o | 3¢ | 168352 427
on time

I volunteer answers to
questions posed by instructors | 7.0 | 20.2 | 45.9 | 20.7 | 6.1
in the class

D. Concentration

Regarding concentration, table 7 below shows that 39.1%
(the highest percentage) of students are sometimes satisfied
with their level of concentration while dealing with a certain
task whereas those who are never satisfied with their
concentration are 6.1%. Students who are always satisfied with
their concentration for achieving a task are 11.1%.
Furthermore, 37.7% (the highest percentage) of students
sometimes take their classes without being attentive. Students
who attend their classes attentively are 19.1%. Those who
always attend their classes and do not pay attention are 5.9%.
Also, 33% (the highest percentage) of students sometimes read
aloud to concentrate and understand. Those who opted for
never in response to 'read aloud to concentrate and understand'
are 9.1% and those who opted for ‘always’ are 20.5%.
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B. Preferred Location

As for the preferred location for studying, table-5 below
shows that 88.9% (the highest percentage) prefer to study at
home. Also, only 1.8% of the students study in the university
library and there is no significant difference between male and
female students in terms of the preferred location for study.

Table 5: Preferred location for studying

Preferred location Frequency Percentage
At the library /university 8 1.8

Home 391 88.9

At a friend’s house 12 2.7

Other places 29 6.6

Total 440 100.0

C. Punctuality and Participation

As shown in table- 6 below, 43.6% (the highest
percentage) of the students always come to their classes
regularly while 42.7% (the highest percentage) always come to
their classes on time. Concerning participation, 45.9% (the
highest percentage) of the students sometimes volunteer to
answer questions posed by instructors in the class whereas
those who never volunteer to answer are 7% and those who
always volunteer are 6.1%.
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As for time wasters/distracters, table-4 below shows that
42.5% of the students spend 1-2 hours daily with friends for
fun. In contrast to this percentage only 17.3% of the students
spend more than 4 hours a day with their friends. Concerning
watching TV, 49.3% watches it for 1-2 hours a day. In
contrast, 10.2% of the students spend more than 4 hours a day
watching TV. Regarding surfing the internet, 46.4% browse
the internet and use mobile phones for non-academic purposes
for 1-3 hours every day. In contrast, only 25.7% spend more
than 5 hours a day browsing internet and using mobile phones.

Table 4: Time wasters/ distracters

Time wasters/ distracters \ Frequency \ Percent
Time spent with friends for fun every day

None 48 10.9

1 hour- 2 hours 187 42.5
3 hours-4 hours 129 29.3
More than 4 Hours 76 17.3
Total 440 100.0
Watching TV

None 83 18.9

1 hour- 2 hours 217 49.3
3 hour- 4 hours 95 21.6
More than 4 hours 45 10.2
Total 440 100.0

Surfing internet and wusing mobile phone for non-
academic purposes

None 34 7.7

1 hour- 3 hours 204 46.4
3 hours- 5 hours 89 20.2
More than 5 hours 113 25.7
Total 440 100.0
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A. Time Management

Concerning the preferred time for study, table-3 below
clearly indicates that only 29.1% (the highest percentage) of
students study only a day before the exam. We must also
mention that only 23.9% of the students study more than one
hour a day. Regarding the preferred time for study, 51.6 % (the
highest percentage) of students study in the evening.

Table 3: Time management

\ Frequency \ Percent
Time for study
Less than 1 hour 104 23.6
daily (regularly) 105 23.9
More than 1 hour | 128 29.1
daily (regularly) 103 234
Only a day before
the exam (any
number of
hours/day)
Only a week
before the exam
(any number of
hours/day)
Total 440 100
Preferred time for study (Time of the day)
Early in the 57 13.0
morning 103 234
In the afternoon 227 51.6
In the evening 53 12.0
After midnight
Total 440 100
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To interpret the output, we followed the rule of George and
Mallery (2003) as given in (Gliem & Gliem, October §-10,
2003):

> 9 (Excellent), > .8 (Good), > .7 (Acceptable), > .6 (Questionable), > .5(Poor),
and < .5 (Unacceptable)

Sample:

As shown in table-2 below, the sample consists of 440
respondents (219 male students and 221 female students).
Male respondents were randomly selected from students of
level 3-8 of the Department of English, Faculty of Languages
and Translation, and female respondents were randomly
selected from level 3-8 students of the Department of English,
Faculty of Letters and Education.

Table 2: Description of the study sample

Variable Frequency Percentage
Sex Male 219 49.8
Female 221 50.2
GPA Less than 2 13 3.0
2-2.99 174 39.5
3-3.99 184 41.8
4-5 69 15.7
Level 3-4 147 334
5-6 146 33.2
7-38 147 334
4. Findings:

Regarding the first research question related to the
general study habits of students at the Department of English
the following frequencies and percentages were calculated:
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3.1.Validity and Reliability of the Questionnaire:
3.1.1. Validity:

The questionnaire was given to five distinguished referees
for testing its validity, and it was modified in the light of their
feedback as follows:

e C(Certain items of the questionnaire were rephrased and
some others were deleted.

e The social factors were limited to encouragement from the
society, encouragement from peers, financial difficulties
and frequent visitors at home.

3.1.2. Reliability:

Then the questionnaire was given to 37 students in order to
judge its reliability. Alpha was calculated by the use of the
Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) and the result is
shown in table -1 below:

Table 1: Reliability of the questionnaire

S. No. Part Alpha
1 Part 1 71
2 Part 2 75
3 Part 3 .80
Average 75

The obtained data score is 0.75 which indicates that the
scale has an acceptable internal consistency reliability. So it is
not necessary to delete any of the items to improve the
reliability score of this scale.
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more encouragement to read consistently from their families
than from their schools. Only 41% reported that reading for
pleasure was often or always encouraged at school versus 59%
who stated that it was never, rarely or sometimes encouraged.
At the same time 54% of the participants said that reading for
pleasure was often or always encouraged at home. Only 45%
of the respondents reported that their parents never or rarely
encourage it. Our study seeks to represent the real situation
regarding the general study habits of the selected population of
students. It also compares the study habits of male and female
students and explores the relationships between study habits,
achievement and certain social factors. In order to get a
comprehensive view both male and female students have been
selected from three different levels of the English program at
KKU, and they are given almost equal representation in the
population of this study. Though students’ general study habits
are also influenced by many psychological factors, they are not
included in this study as they can constitute the subject of
another independent research.

3. Methodology

This research uses the descriptive analytical method. A
questionnaire is developed and circulated to randomly chosen
male and female respondents at level 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 of the
English Department at KKU for the purpose of data collection.
This questionnaire is divided into three parts (see appendix).
The first part of the questionnaire is related to certain
variables, namely, sex, level, and GPA. The second part
consists of questions related to students’ general study habits
and the third part has four items related to social factors.
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to read and reading environment at home. The research findings
showed that students who receive more encouragement from their
parents were more exposed to reading habits. This study also
supported the theory that emphasizes the importance of
conducive environment to develop good reading habits. The
research established that family factors influence pupils'
reading habits strongly and positively.

Afful-Broni & Mawusi (2010) stated in their study that
“students perceive and learn in different ways likewise they
study in different ways” and they “may have different learning
styles. Some prefer to learn alone while others learn better in
groups. They will also prefer to use specific study habits or
skills while others may not.” (Afful-Broni & Mawusi, 2010,
58) They ended their study with some recommendations
emphasizing that “Guidance and Counseling Coordinators
should endeavor to organize programs such as open forums,
workshops and seminars on study habits and how to learn for
teachers and particularly for students to improve their
academic performance in the school.”

Aquino (2011) stated that “students generally do not
approve teachers’ methods and classroom management. Also,
high achievers have better study habits than low achievers.”
He ended his study with a number of suggestions of which the
most important is: creating classroom environment which is
conducive to learning. Aquino also suggests that academic
counselling must be enforced among teachers.

Bendriss (2011) in his study on “early reading habits and
its effects on the reading literacy of Qatari undergraduate
students” came to the conclusion that the students received
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learning English. Also, there was a statistically significant
correlation between students’ grades and their attitudes
towards learning English. The findings showed that most
students had moderate level of motivation to learn English.
The general study habits included getting help outside school,
watching films, using the internet, attending classes, taking
notes, revising just before the exams, speaking to native
speakers and studying from a variety of exercise books. The
results of the general study habits showed that highly
motivated students had higher levels of study habits. In
addition, highly motivated students displayed higher levels in
reading, speaking to native speakers, studying from a variety
of exercise books including grammar, vocabulary and reading
eXercises.

Fuente et al (2009) in “Research on Action—Emotion Style
and Study Habits: Effects of Individual Differences” used the
Study Habits Inventory. This instrument evaluates study habits
from a behavioral and organizational perspective (place, type
of room, study conditions, aloneness, and use of library
material) and study planning habits (fixed schedule, study
plan, minimum amount of study time per week). The findings
showed that behaviors referring to action-emotion styles, study
habits and academic performance are interdependent.

Study habits involve a lot more than an indvidual student’s
study behaviour and the influence of the educational institution
he/she is studying in. Yusof’s study (2010) highlighted the
influence of family factors (social factors) on reading habits
among primary school students in Malaysia. The family
factors considered in the study, in addition to other elements,
included parents’ educational qualification, parents’ encouragement
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listed the following unsuccessful study habits which students
with the lowest levels of foreign language performance
reported: (1) they frequently included a lot of irrelevant or
unimportant information in their notes; (2) when they had
difficulty with their assignments, they did not seek help from
their instructor; (3) they put their lecture notes away after
taking the test and never consulted them again; (4) they tended
to daydream when they were trying to study; (5) they did not
look up the meaning of words they did not understand in a
dictionary. (Bailey, and Onwuegbuzie, 2001).

Students are in need of guidance with regard to study
habits. Chaudhry (2006) studied the effect of guidance services
on study attitudes, study habits and academic achievement of
secondary school students in Lahore, Pakistan. The results of
the study showed that guidance services had significant effect
on students’ attitude, study habits and academic achievement.

Other studies are also available that dealt with ineffective
study habits. Franklin's study (2006) described the study habits
of undergraduate education students. Thirty volunteers
participated in this study and they were asked to complete a
15-item questionnaire. The results showed that students do not
always practice effective study habits. Most responded that
they study with the TV or radio on. Moreover, the majority of
the students spend hours cramming the night before an exam.
Also, they spent most of the time for studying at home.

Colak (2008) investigated second-year university students’
attitudes towards English and their general study habits with
respect to their motivation levels. The results demonstrated
that participants had moderately positive attitudes towards
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show that on weekdays high achievers used the office by 18%,
whereas low achievers by 12%. 51% of high achievers and
57% of low achievers spent less than 5 hours studying during
the week. Also, 9% of high achievers and 7% of low
achievers read material without taking notes. In addition, high
achievers utilize their weekend to study for longer periods than
the low achievers. High achievers also used strategies to
deepen their learning.

Duration of studies plays a vital role as it directly impacts
the achievement of students. There are other studies which
also dealt with the same issue. Kaur & Thiyagarajah (2000)
studied the reading habits of students enrolled for the Bachelor
of Arts in English Language and Literature Studies (ELLS)
programme at the School of Humanities in Malaysia. The
results revealed that many students preferred spending as
much as 3-5 hours per week on reading. The responses of
students indicate that 69.8% spent 3-5 hours per week on
reading literary works (i.e. poetry and drama) and ELT books,
28.6% newspapers, 25.4% novels, and 25.4% responded ‘non-
applicable’ regarding the frequency of reading novels. Also, it
was revealed during the structured interviews that students
faced tremendous problems in reading literary texts. These
problems were caused by their inability to recall information,
new terminology, inability to concentrate, and regressive
reading habits. The findings of this study concluded that ELLS
students need to improve their reading habits.

However, duration is not the only factor. There are study
habits which are considered as unsuccessful by some
researchers. In 2001, Bailey and Onwuegbuzie's study
'Unsuccessful Study Habits in Foreign Language Courses'
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1.3.Study Questions:

This research aims to answer the following questions:

1.3.1. What are the general study habits of female and male
students at the English Department, King Khalid
University?

1.3.2. What are the differences, if any, between the study
habits of male and female students?

1.3.3. Is there a relationship between students' grade point
average (GPA) and their general study habits?

1.3.4. What is the relationship between study habits and
certain social factors such as encouragement from the
society and peers, financial difficulties and frequent
visitors?

1.4.Scope and Limitations of the Study:

This study describes the general study habits of EFL
students at KKU. Concerning male students, the sample was
drawn randomly from the English Department, Faculty of
Languages and Translation in Abha, while the sample of
female students was drawn randomly from students of the
English Department, Faculty of Letters and Education in
Khamis Mushayt. In both cases, first year students (Level 1
and 2) were not included in the study. The social factors in this
study are limited to encouragement from the society and peers,
financial difficulties and frequent visitors.

2. Review of Related Literature:

Chan et al (1999) conducted a study at The Open
University of Hong Kong to compare the study habits and
preferences of high and low achieving students. The results
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1.2.2.

1.2.3.

1.2.4.

1.2.5.

1.2.6.

1.2.7.

Understanding students' study habits is the first step
towards promoting the formation and enhancement of
effective study habits.

Understanding the study habits of the students would
help teachers to choose or write textbooks suitable for
the students' needs.

Understanding of study habits will help decision-makers
in the field of language planning to take the appropriate
decisions regarding teaching English as a foreign
language.

It is of profound importance to understand the
relationships between the study habits of students and
encouragement from the society and peers, financial
difficulties and frequent visitors. "Experts are agreed
that great success in the field of knowledge is attributed
to good and consistent study habits." (Bajwa et al., 2011,
175)

The findings will help us to pinpoint positive study
behaviors of the student and will also help identify the
negative aspects that hinder learning. Since no research,
to the best of our knowledge, has been done on this
particular topic in relation to the context of Saudi
Arabia, we believe that the findings of this study will be
a valuable addition towards the improvement of study
habits of EFL students in this country.

The results of the present study can be used in academic
counseling and orientation programmes.
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addition, academic difficulties may be caused by lack of good
study habits “students at colleges and universities may
experience academic difficulties not due to lack of ability, but
rather due to the lack of effective study behaviors.” (Garcia,
2006, 5). Furthermore, time wasters need to be avoided and
students should be trained on using time effectively.

1.1.Statement of the Problem:

As teachers we noticed that some of the undergraduate
university students excel in English whereas others find
learning English a daunting task. In addition, many students
are well organized, punctual, attend their classes regularly, and
follow a study plan. On the other hand, there are students who
miss many classes, are always late, rarely do their
assignments, and cram immediately before the exams.
"Moreover, a positive relationship between study skills and
academic performance has been reported consistently in the
literature." (Bailey and Onwuegbuzie, 2001). This study aims
at describing the general study habits of students enrolled in
the English Department at King Khalid University (KKU) in
Saudi Arabia, and exploring the relationship between students'
study habits, achievement, gender, and certain social factors
such as encouragement from the society and peers, financial
difficulties and frequent visitors.

1.2.Significance of the Study:

The significance of the present study stems from the
following factors:

1.2.1. The student is the center of the teaching-learning
process and understanding the variables related to the
learner would help teachers to improve the quality of
language learning in KKU.
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1. Acquire information about the subject from a variety of
sources.

2. Tie the new information to the old bodies of knowledge.

3. Make new information personal.

4. Actively use the new knowledge.

The main task of educators is to teach their students how to
study and not to encourage them to memorize only. When
students learn how to study they learn how to think. "In
learning to study, you are learning to think and to live. When
students do not learn how to study, the biggest job of their
education is left undone." (Kornhauser, 1993,10). Garcia
quotes Gettinger & Seiber (2002) as she points out that to have
good study habits “a student should first learn how to study,
decide about the use of various study skills, and take charge of
his/her own learning.” (p. 8)

A “positive example” of effective study habits, as Eileen
Garcia (2006) asserts by quoting Woolfolk (2004), is that “it
might be a student first deciding to study every night and then
employing a combination of mnemonics for memorizing key
terms, skimming text material to ascertain organizational
patterns and jotting down answers to possible exam question.”
(2006: p 7)

Bad Study Habits:

In general, some factors are considered to have negative
effects on study habits. These negative social and academic
factors can be resolved by helping students understand and
improve their study habits. As study habits improve, a
positive change in the students’ achievement can be expected.
Chaudhry comments: "better study habits and study skills lead
to better achievement scores." (Chaudhry, 2006, 36). In
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Nonis & Hudson state that "the ability to concentrate
always influenced student performance in a positive way.
Also, study time had more of an influence on student
performance when students were able to concentrate." (Nonis
& Hudson, 2010, 236) Although study time is an important
factor in learning, we have to keep in mind that study time is
not a quantity issue. Nonis & Hudson further comment that
"truly studying may not simply be a quantity issue; there are
qualitative techniques, such as good study habits, that can
make study time effective for students." (2010, 236). The
authors of this paper have noticed that many college students
fail to use time properly or simply cannot decide on the
amount of expected study time to elicit high or moderate
achievement. "Generally it is expected that students spend two
hours on self study for every hour spent in class." (Bajwa et
al., 2011, 176). Students whose command on English is not up
to the mark should study longer to make up for the dearth.

Good study habits also involve avoiding distractions. The
student’s study area should be cleared of all sorts of
distractions such as TVs and game systems. Some students
would argue that that they prefer to study with their favorite
music or TV on although as teachers we believe that one
should study in a quiet, well-lighted place, free from
distractions. It is advisable to place the study area away from
the entertainment area or to make sure that all of the modes of
entertainment are switched off. (O’Hara, 2005, P. 31).

Learning to study effectively requires students to develop a
desire to study. To develop an interest in learning students
need to follow the following rules: (Kornhauser, 1993,13)
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"college students with high levels of overall academic
achievement tend to have more effective study habits than do
low-achieving students with respect to study techniques, time
management, and attitudes towards learning."

(Bailey and Onwuegbuzie, 2001).

A successful study session involves preparation. The
student has to get himself/herself ready so that he/she can start
off well. This means the student needs to collect and prepare
all the things he/she needs for the task. The student also needs
an appropriate place to settle down with the task at hand. To
further add, Wood (2000), believes that the most important of
all the ingredients for an effective and fruitful study session is
mental readiness of the student to initiate the study. A student
who is disciplined in his adoption and utilization of study
habits has higher chances of advancing in the field of
knowledge.

The ability to concentrate is one of those effective study
habits which can influence the performance of the student.
Comprehension is integrally correlated to the ability to
concentrate "this requires one not to be hurry in getting
through instead sustained concentration is necessary." (Bajwa
et al, 2011, 175). We can learn to concentrate by learning to
overcome all kinds of distractions and this can be achieved by
following these rules: (Kornhauser,1993, 18-19)

1. Study in a quiet place, whenever possible.

2. Make sure that your place of study is properly lighted,
heated, and ventilated.

3. Arrange your chair to avoid strain and fatigue.

4. Keep yourself in good physical condition.

5. Get sufficient sleep so that you feel adequately rested.
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regularly present in classes and someone who arrives at classes
on time, participate in class discussions and asks questions,
asks for extra help, does his/her assignments on time and is
prepared for tests. In their research, Nonis and Hudson show
that “the relationship between ability and student performance
was stronger for students who spent more time studying
outside of class than for students who spent less.” (2010: p.
231) Nonis and Hudson also proposed that “study habits (as
one aspect of quality of studying) would also moderate the
relationship between study time and student performance. That
is, the influence that the quantity of study time has on
academic performance was expected to be stronger for
students who use good study habits more often compared to
those students who use them less often.” (2010: p 231)

Some researchers also tend to believe that knowing the
study habits of students helps to predict their academic
achievement: "although not every learning strategy or study
habit produces wuseful results in terms of academic
achievement, it would be expected that students who possess
good study habits in general are better performers than are
those students with poor study habits." (Nonis & Hudson,
2010, 230). Then, Nonis and Hudson opine that better
academic results are related to good study habits.

Good Study Habits:

Good study habits are also called effective study habits.
Good study habits tend to have a significant effect on students’
academic achievement. "Good study habits are perceived to be
the determinants of the academic performance. That is why
efforts are made to develop and improve study habits in
students." (Chaudhry, 2006, 37). Many researchers state that
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number of hours they spend studying per week and
organization of course materials. Crede & Kuncel distinguish
between the concept of study skills and study habits as they
opine:

Study skills refer to the student’s knowledge
of appropriate study strategies and methods
and the ability to manage time and other
resources to meet the demands of the
academic tasks. Study habits typically
denote the degree to which the student
engages in regular acts of studying that are
characterized by appropriate studying
routines occurring in an environment that is
conducive to learning. (Crede & Kuncel,
2008, 427)

Garcia (2006) also, to add to the distinction between study
skills and study habits, points out that “study skills are the
specific techniques that make up the study plan.” (P. 7) In
contrast, study habits, “constitute the overall approach itself.”
(P. 7).

The authors of this paper believe that study habits include
time management, preferred time for studying, time wasters/
distracters, preferred location, punctuality and participation,
concentration, memorization, course materials organization,
effort, and preparation for exam.

Bajwa noted that sound and persistent study habits have
many advantages: "they reduce test anxiety, enhance student's
ability, improve his performance and develop confidence in
him" (Bajwa et al., 2011, 176). O’Hara (2005) observes that
instructors often think of a good student as honest, polite,
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Keywords: Study habits, time management, course
materials organization, preparation for exam, social factors.

1. Introduction:

The process of learning involves many factors, such as
self-confidence, intelligence, aptitude, motivation and learning
styles. Furthermore, Thomas et al. mention that “the act of
studying involves a complex interaction of different variables
that a student may engage in for various purposes.” (in Okpala
et al, 2000, p. 219). One of these significant factors is learners’
study habits. The importance of study habits can be gauged
from the findings of a number of studies (Hogan &
Hendrickson, 1983; Vazquez, 2000; Azikiwe,1998; Chaudhry,
2006; Garcia, 2006; Igun & Adogbeji, 2007; Crede, 2008).

While discussing the relationship between study habits and
academic performance, it should also be noted that high
positive correlation can be seen between study habits of
students and their academic performance. Nonis and Hudson
mention that ... the study habits or strategies that students use
to learn, such as paying attention in class, being on time,
taking good notes, completing homework in a timely manner,
and reading the study material before a lecture, ... are likely to
impact their performance.” (2010: p. 230).

Good (1973) defines study habits as "the students way of
study whether systematic, efficient, or inefficient etc." (in
Chaudhry, 2006, 37). Also Robbins et al. (2002) define study
habits as “those activities necessary to organize and complete
schoolwork tasks and to prepare for and take tests” (in Magno,
2010, 40). According to Chan et al. (1999), the study habits of
students include preferred location, time for studying, the
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The General Study Habits of Major EFL Students
in King Khalid University and their Relationships
with GPA, Gender and Certain Social Factors

Dr. Ismail Khalil Alrefaai et al.

ABSTRACT

The authors of this paper as teachers at the English
Department, King Khalid University (KKU), have observed
that some students excel in English, whereas, others find
learning English a daunting task. Related literature has shown
that there is a positive correlation between study habits and
achievement. This study attempts to describe the general study
habits of major EFL students in King Khalid University, Saudi
Arabia and their relationships with students' GPA, gender and
certain social factors. The sample consists of 440 students (219
male and 221 female students). The participants completed a
33-item questionnaire. The results indicate that the majority of
students study in a haphazard, disorganized way and they just
cram before exams. Students who attend their classes regularly
on time and participate in classroom activities were better
achievers than their counterparts. Also, there is a highly
significant  correlation  between society and peers
encouragement and certain study habits, such as, punctuality
and participation, effort, and preparation for exam. This study
concludes with a number of practical suggestions, the most
important of which is the students' need for guidance and
counseling.
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