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Sibawayh’s Kitab and Grammarians’ Controver-
sies: Nan al-Muthanna

Subhi Abd al-Mun‘im Sa‘id, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor, Arabic Department, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

This paper discusses the disagreement about Sibawayh’s Kitab that arose
among the Basri school grammarians since the time of al-Zaj jaj, and which
continued to preoccupy grammarians for a long time. The disagreement
would never have arisen if scholars had been more careful in their interpre-
tations or if Sibawayh himself had gathered the elements of the controver-
sial question in one chapter of his book.





