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Abstract:
The present paper is an attempt to investigate a predetermined 

number of phonological and morphological phenomena in 
Arabic, in view of the auto-segmental phonology (AP) principles 
(association conventions, well-formedness condition, obligatory 
contour principle), in order to test its implementation in the 
assimilation, substitution, the diminutive and the broken plural.

We assume that we did not deviate much from what had been 
established by traditional Arabic grammarians (TAG) with regard 
to such procedures. The disparity between the (AP) and the (TAG) 
lies in the phonological and morphological representations. The 
(AP) makes up the foundation of all non-linear theories which 
are actually a continuation of the sound pattern of English (SPE).

Key Words: Phonetic representations, non-linear representations, 
Skeletal tier, consonantal tier, well-formedness condition, 
distinctive features, segment.
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