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A Study of the Lexical Field of "Death" in Al-Khansa’s Poetry: A Semantic Study
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Islamic Republic of Iran.
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Abstract:

Language employs various expressions and words to convey the same meaning, with differences in their
forms and semantic dimensions. In literature, particularly in poetry, words are chosen with great
precision—some carrying deep and rich meanings, while others serve specific purposes requiring exact
articulation. Poets have composed their wise verses on diverse themes such as death, life, morality, and

more.

The theme of death is one of the most significant subjects explored in poetry. The poetess Al-Khansa
dedicated a substantial portion of her poetry to discussing death, deep sorrow, and burning anguish,
drawing inspiration from the personal experience of losing her two brothers, Sakhr and Mu‘awiyah. Al-
Khansa addresses the theme of death through a variety of words and structures, differing in form and

meaning, and adapted to the different contexts she explores.

This study examines the words that signify death in Al-Khansa’s poetry, analyzing their meanings and
contexts through a semantic approach that highlights the relationship between words and their meanings,
as well as their appropriateness. The study concludes that Al-Khansa employs a set of words with specific
connotations that align with the concept of death, such as ‘al-Maniyya" (fate), "al-Rada” (doom), and
'Ghal” (overpowering fate). Meanwhile, she uses other words like “a/-Mawr” (death), "al-Qatl” (killing),
and ‘al-Fida™ (sacrifice) without distinctive connotations. Additionally, the poetess skillfully utilizes
various semantic structures and figurative representations, such as comparative, cyclical, and extractive

metaphors, to depict the death of her brothers and its different portrayals.

Key words: Al-Khansa, poetry, death, lexical and semantic meaning, semantic study.
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