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Summary
guage is the greatest invention known by mankind, linguists and

archer got interested in it.

a used language to communicate with his society, and by means of
ie reported his experiences and mental tradition, to answer the
owing eternal question: how did language originate? How did it
relop? We should read thoughtfully and deeply, and explore its
rets.

nsequently our research is a discussion of one of the Semitic
-nomena which is synonymy. We apply synonymy on the Semitic
\guages, which the Arabic library doesn’t have a book that studies
'm comparative study.

@ rescarcher gets great benefit from studying these languages that is
sy give him knowledge about the languages of notations, about their
story, and civilization. Comparing them with Arabic language may
ake us com to linguistic rules, which we won’t come to if we study
rabic language only .Orientlist depended on that in their studying
rabic language. They followed the comparative method in studying
rabic language in the domain of its linguistic family.

That makes us connect the theoretical study in the Arabic books with
splication in the Semitic languages is that the Arabic library is full of
olumes that contain synonyms but it doesn’t have study for Semitic
mguages what makes us study the theoretical side of this phenomena

fter this old and new researches several things :

- We base our study of the Semitic tanguages on strong foundations

hat depend on the opinion of the previous researchers who did their
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1 in their researches then we add what we can t0 their studies and

earches

putting important bases to the practical study.

yresenting a comparative study about the Semitic languages which
» Arabic language belongs to may be the ixﬁportance of this study
mes from the base which we choose for the practical side, that is the
.mitic languages which the Arab land included, and then it gave us
e greatest civilization since man is created on the earth.

ur research requires: presentation and three chapters.

resentation: |

. includes an introduction which speaks about the common
haracteristics of the family of the Semitic languages, and then

eferring to synonymy, and the disagreement which anise between
inguists about the reasons of the origin of synonymy and its effects.

Chapter one:
it includes theoretical research about the studies which deal with the

phenomenon in the past and present, and applying the linguists’

theories -as much as possible — on the Semitic languages.

Chapter two:
It includes a dictionary which contains the synonyms in the Aramaic
language to study them as a practical example about the Semitic

languages

Chapter three:

It includes practical study about the dictionary of the synonyms; we
take some words and make sure that they are synonyms. Then we

show the reason of the origin of synonyms among words if there is
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e in the light of the reasons of the origin of synonyms. And we refer

the equivalents in the other Semitic languages.
snclusion: It includes the results of research.

s four our study of the phenomenon in the Semitic languages we
und that the synonymy had great interest therefore dispute arose
nong linguists about it. Their opinions differed , and their points of
ew varied , some of them denied synonymy and tried hard to prove
eir negation, they tried to find the differences between words, they

ven wrote books about these differences.

nother group of linguists approved synonymy, and they did their
est to support its existence in the language. This led them to collect

1€ synonyms in volumes.

Ve found out that the cause of this dispute is the difference in the
sethod which is followed in studying this phenomena, those who
lenied synonymy followed the historical method, and spoke about the
easons of nomination, so the words ~for them- are diﬁ'ereht in their

yrigin, and we must distinguish the noun from the adjective, etc....

[hose who were in favor of synonymy followed the descriptive
nethod. They found that there are words which have the same
neaning. If the two groups studied the synonyms on the bases of the
evelopment which all languages face, the dispute would be solved.
The words begin different in their origins, and then they are exposed
to changes and replacements, to become synonyms at last.

Besides, we must be careful in accepting the synonyms in order that

the words not to lose their characteristics, we must also be moderate

in accepting synonymy.
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We shouldn’t accept all synonyms, or refuse them at all, because if
we did this we should deny ail semantic relationships, as antinomy,
because the language isn’t so insufficient that it use’s one word for
two contradictory meanings.
Words have different significances when they are not in a context.
These significances may be agreeable to give the some meaning or
it may contradictory so when words are in a certain context. These
help us to define the significance of the word.
Can say that there is lexical synonymy, vocabulary may give one
meaning, but the contextual synonymy is rare.
Many of the Aramaic synonyms are the result of the commutations.
We found that the characteristics of the letters have great role in
making this commutation, that is the commutation happens not
only because of the combination of the point of articulation or near,
but the characteristics of the letters may cause this commutation
without the influence of the point of articulation as (2w, 2m°)
which the () is replaced by (n). This is regular commutation in
split of that the points of articulation are not near, but the common
characteristics of the two letters made this commutation easy. Both
the two letters are voiceless and softened.
Finally we can say that commutation may be the result of the
adjectives being. Similar or united although the points of
articulation are fare off.
This is contrary to what the nearness and union of the points of
articulation is the signal nearness of commutation.
We found that the commutation between the letters (¥) and () is

there in the Aramaic language in more than one word. And not
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restricted in (PR, ¥IX) as it 1s known. we found it in the word
(xsm , Xpw ) with the meaning of sun rise , and the word ( ¥75,
>~ )with the meaning of meet . And the word (527, 535) with the
meaning of soon, immediately. And the word (39, p7p) with the
meaning of flees away.- We found that the letrer ( 7 ) shares the
letters ( ¥ ) and ( ?) in the commutation that took place in the
Aramaic language in following words ( 38, P78 ;7 ) and (X9W,
XpIn , XXM ), it is strange commutation because the letter (¥ ) is
alveo — dental , emphatic , voiceless , and lax , that means it is for
from the letters ( 7 ) and ( X)in the point of articulation and it is

different from them in characteristics.

We found that the letter (X) is changed in to () when it is exposed
1o metathesis this means that it returns to its origin if this origin 1s
(1) as (o°¥p, OTP).

We found that Palestinian diatect of the Aramatc language contain
most of the term which can be considered synonyms. This refers to
the importance of the development which may happen in
languages, and the importance of the mixture between languages
and dialects, because the Palestinian language is nearly final stage
of the Aramaic language, so it included all the synonymy terms.
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