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Abstract

This paper discusses an important issue in linguistics:
the role of critical period and similarity between
languages in language acquisition. Critical Period
Hypothesis (CPH) relates originally to the acquisition
of first languages, and later to second language
learning. Because of the importance of this active
issue, CPH is discussed in the domain of normal and
deaf children acquiring first languages. The role of
onset age of language acquisition will be discussed, in
addition to the two views against CPH: the possibility
to gain near-native like competence, and the role of
language similarities in second language acquisition
regardless of the start age of learning. All these views
are discussed, leading to the conclusion that CPH is
important in language acquisition, though there is still
need to do more research in related issues in language
learning in general, and in the learning of Arabic
specifically.

Keywords: language acquisition; critical period
hypothesis; second language; first language; Arabic
language learning.
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