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The Inattentiveness of Ancient Linguists: Kaif, Taqool, and Hal as
Particles of Simile:

A Linguistic and Rhetorical Study

Dr. Mansour Abd Al Kareem Al Kafaween

Abstarct

Arabs have used some particles of simile whether they are conjuctives,
nouns, or verbs. Notable among these particles are al-kaf, kaanna, mithl,
yoshbih, shabaha and mathala. Linguists and rhetoricians pointed out that
these are particles of similarity which are similarly known by ancient and
modern linguists. However, there are other particles of simile, such as kaif,
tagool, hal, found in old Arabic speech—some of which are still common in
Arabic contemporary dialects. These are left out of account by ancient and
modern Arab linguists.

Therefore, The main aim of this study is to trace these particles in the
poetry of some pre-Islamic poets and similarly in contemporary dialects. This
study proved that these are particles of simile used by some poets and in
contemporary Arabic dialects.

Keywords: Simile, Particles of Simile, kaif, tagool, hal.
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