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Abstract

L anguage Faculty According to I bn Khaldoun:
A Comparative Linguistic Study

This present paper studies the notion of "Language Faculty”" as it was understood by Ibn
Khaldoun, a prominent Arab linguist who tried to offer a comprehensive and serious vision of this
notion.

Ibn Khaldoun believed that language faculty refers imagination and perception. That is, the
focus here is on the individual speaker who can acquire language due to two processes, practice
and repetition.

Language faculty is seen in accord with two primary notions, "knowledge' and "capability”
which show a similar interaction to that between perception and speaking. Accordingly, language
has two aspects, performance and competence. Performance precedes competence since speech
habits and repetition are the bases for any linguistic phenomenon. This amount to saying that what
is more fundamental is receiving, rather than giving (i.e. perception but not speaking). Thus,
according to 1bn Khaldoun, linguistic competence is formed as a consequence of performance. This
sort of understanding shows a remarkable difference from that of modern times.
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