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Abstract

The aim of this study is to present the critical movement which
is related to the poetry of Zuhd in the first era of the Abbasid
Caliphate, and how the critics deals with the purpose of this type
of poetry in the past and now. The study is in three chapters, each
of which consists of two subjects. The first subject of the first
chapter clarifies how old critics view the poetry of zuhd, as well as
the status poetry is given among other poetic purposes. The
second subject examines the critical views of old critics recorded
on this type of poetry in terms of its form, linguistic structure as
well as its subjects and contents. The first chapter concludes that
the zuhd poetry does not receive sufficient notice by old critics as
other types of poetry have, though it has an intensive emergence
in the literary scene along with the emergence of poets who gave
themselves up to it.

The second chapter of the thesis is attributed to orientalists. It
examines the critique of orientalist on the poetry of zuhd in the
first era of the Abbasid Caliphate in terms of its artistic
characteristics on the first part of the section, whereas the second
part examines its meanings. The conclusion firstly revels that this
type of poetry is of particular importance by orientalists. Abu al
‘Atahiya has an intensive occurrence in their studies; secondly it
revels the tendency of orientalist to search for foreign influences in
the emergence of al-zuhd phenomenon also its evolution in terms
of practic and poetry in the first Abbasid era.

The third chapter of the thesis investigates how modern Arab
critics approached the zuhd poetry in the first Abbasid period;
these crtics firs dealt with the zuhd poetic style as well as its
contents. The chapter concludes that they benefit from the related
orientalist studies; they sometimes echoed their opinions and
observations, but with more insistence on ideas and with providing
more examples, yet, at the same time, they have their own
criticisms and interpretations. However, their criticism and
interpretations are sometimes inaccurate, and in need for an in-
depth investigation as well as a more comprehensive insight. Over
and above, a number of relevant questions remain unanswered by
modern Arab critics.
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