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Substitution by a Glottal Stop or Vowel

In the Light of Ibn Ginni’s Book “Sir Sina’ at Al-i’rab”
Abstract

This study investigates the patterns of vowels and glottal stop changes as
studied by Ancient Arab Morphologists. It aims at revising ancient theories due to the
differences that exist between Ancient Arab Morphologists and Modern Scholars in
their approach of investigation. This difference is due to the thinking process. Ancient
Arab Morphologists started by observing a linguistic phenomenon, gave an external
description and then drew a conclusion, sometimes resorting to logical reasoning.
Such a process is rejected by Modern Scholars, for neither the overt description, nor
the logical reasoning is sufficient for explaining how the phonetic change takes place.
The phonetic change is related to the nature of sounds and their phonetic qualities.
Ancient Arab Morphologists and Modern Scholars differ in their hypotheses and their
explanation. The differences in hypotheses is concerned with the relationship
beween short and long vowels and the phonetic qualities of the long vowel /aa/. The
explanations are concerned with describing the environment in which the change
occurred then explaining the change. Ancient Arab Morphoiogists believed that a
phoneme may change from one form to another. For example, the long /uw/ may
change into /t/. and /iy/ may change into /uw/ or /?/. This is also rejected by Modem
Scholars, because each sound has its unique qualities. Therefore, one should think of
ways for explaining the change that do not contradict the phonetic postulates.
Moreover, Ancient Arab Morphologists did not look at the word as consisting of
syllables. Furthermore, Ancient and Modern Scholars disagree about explaining some
phonetic changes. Ancient Arab Morphologists called such changes metathesis, or’
substitution’ while Modern Scholars feei such a change is a kind of deletion and
substitution which takes many forms like vowel lengthening, germination, glottalization
and vowel or /h/ epenthesis. In addition, Ancient Arab Morphoigists talked about
replacement (compensation) in explaining some phonetic changes like changing an
fuw/ into /iy/ in /dunya/ and changing/ iy/ into /uw/ in ftagwaa/. They believed that one
vowel replaced another which is rejected by Modern Scholars. Finally, this study
concludes that an acceptable vowel change theory should involve the following:
deleting a vowel and subsiting it by another, inserting a consonant between two short
vowels and inserting a sound to close a syllable. One should examine the surface
forms (derivatives) not the underlying phonetic form (word origin). It is recommended
that such modern explorations are taken into consideration in the teachig-learning
process.
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