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Ibn Hisham's Critical Assessment of Al-Jawhari
from the Syntactic Perspective
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O ABSTRACT O

This paper highlights Ibn Hisham's views toward Al-Jawhari's stands concerning
some syntactic issues. To me, it is astonishing that Al-Jawhari is a linguist, still he gains
reputation as a grammarian. In fact, tracing the stands of one famous linguist in syntax and
morphology in one dictionary he compiled is the main reason for this research. Such a task
is unprecedented, although many modernists quote his views. In fact, pursuing Ibn
Hisham's critical assessment of Al-Jawhari discloses a spectrum of experts' methodologies,
and an assessment of views through sometimes agreeing and disagreeing with them, and
remaining neutral at other times. Such issues have been handled in his two books, Mughni
al-Labib (Enriching the Shrewd) and Talkhis al-Shawahid (Summarizing the Evidences).
This paper concludes that Ibn Hisham has almost always been unfair in assessing Al-
Jawhari.

Keywords: Al-Jawhari's Syntax; Ibn-Hisham's critical views.
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