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Abstract

Interrogative Words in Standard Arabic: A Syntactic, Semantic, and
Contrastive Study within the Framework of the Modern Linguistics
Theory

Tayel Mohammad Ahmad Alsarayreh

Mutah University, 2018

The study aims at investigating the uses and meanings of wh-words
in classical Arabic in the light of the modern linguistics theory. The study
shows that the wh-word '?ayy' has been extensively studied by Arab
linguists due to its various non-interrogative uses and meanings. Here, the
study shows that the various non-interrogative uses of '?ayy' can be
accounted for by assuming that non-interrogative '?ayy' can only be
grammatical in non-veridical contexts and thus it is a polarity item
according to Giannakidou's notion of non-veridicality. It is also argued that
7ayy' is a variable in the sense of Heim's notion of indefiniteness.
Accordingly, We argue that '?ayy' lacks inherent quantificational force, and
that it gets its universal, existential, and interrogative interpretation by an
operator that binds it.

As for other wh-words in classical Arabic, the study shows that those
wh-words do not have as various non-interrogative uses as ‘?ayy' in the
language and that those non-interrogative uses do not qualify those wh-
words as polarity items in the language. The study also shows that wh-
words in Classical Arabic other than "?ayy' are not variables but are rather
words with inherent quantificational force.

The study concludes that the differences in use and meaning between
‘7ayy', on one hand, and other wh-words, on the other hand, can be
explained by the fact the '?ayy' is a discourse-linked wh-word whereas
other wh-words are non-discourse-linked in the sense of Pesetsky's notion
of discourse-linkedness.
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"A linguistic expression « is a polarity item iff:

(i) The distribution of « is limited by sensitivity to some

semantic property g of the context of appearance; and

(i1) g is (non)veridicality, or a subproperty thereof:

p € {veridicality, nonveridicality, antiveridicality, modality,

intensionality, extensionality, episodicity, downward
entailingness}"®,
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1. Paul saw a snake.

co2d Jer sy 2
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) AdEa) IS G Sl e e cand LAl Jlaa Y cadly (20U (Js)
cels Gl Jls ol el Jlis Laaie <usla ((Paul saw a snake) dles Lgy Ly

(1) Giannakidou, A. (2001), 'The meaning of free choice', Linguistics
and Philosophy 24: 659-735.
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1. Paul did not see a snake.

2. Paul left without seeing a snake.
3. Paul left before seeing a snake.

28 Js a4
w2 gn d) s s e 5
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b da 1 3V Jhsad) Jaall o3 pans psls 6f Jlas ) el Jlis Laaie el
O axens ) dinans Lo o 5l galys mapea IS0 dlungn 5l cuniin € adl s
csmd 3l Jor O ol cay ol ol
:(Non-veridical situations) <aall g8y Do ade e J Gl &
Crganll aS%e e Lead caaall 6y calilig LI sa g2 Slila (adad
Al e LI o3a o 2 Slla Leadi Al ABY) (e cdhganll ; dia Vs

toat Andaydll Jead)l il g ¢dalggin) Jaadl calilus djlasy
1. Did paul see a snake?.
2. If paul sees a snake, he will run.
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