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Abstract:

The aim of the present paper is to reveal - through linguis-
tic politeness - the interactional dimension in academic writing.
The politeness is revealed by a number of expressions and styles
used by the academic to alleviate the ferocity of a number of
speech acts that carry some threat to the reader’s face, and to
express his ideas and assertions in a way that shows him as sim-
ply an academic who is trying to come with a scientific contribu-
tion, thus maintaining solidarity with his peers, i.e. the discur-
sive community to which he belongs.

A section of this paper is dedicated to the presentation of
Meyers’ pioneering attempt to apply Brown and Levinson’s po-
liteness model to academic writing. The following sections are
devoted to the study of the strategies of positive politeness and
negative politeness in the writings of a number of Arab univer-
sity graduates. With these two strategies, the academic writer
performs two basic tasks: presenting a claim and contradicting

former theories or beliefs.

KEYWORDS: academic writing, interaction, discourse com-
munity, claims, face threatening act, politeness, positive polite-

ness strategies, negative politeness strategies.
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