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ABSTRACT

The Heritage In The Poineering Contemporary
Arab Poets
By: (Ahrﬁad Arafat) Hamed Hasan Al-Dawi

Supervisor : Prof. Mahmoud Al-Samra

This study is based on the aspect of heritage in the poems of six
modemn Arab poets: Bader Shaker Al-Sayyab, Khalil Hawi, Salah Abdel
Sabour, Nazek Al-Mala'eka, Abdel-Wahab Al-Bayyati, and Ali Ahmad
Sa'id (Known as Adonis). All these coniemporary poets contributed a new
structural form to Arabic verse and introduced new structural form to
Arabic verse and introduced new poetic expressions. These innovations
enable Arabic verse to keep pace with immediate and ever-changing

developments , and to respond to new and emerging contemporary anxieties
and sufferings.

The theme of this study is : "The Heritage in the Pioneering

Contemporary Arab Poets”, and it falls in three chapters:

The first chapter is concerned with the heritage symbols which
represent personalities or places that belong to varied epoches and
civilizations. A number of common characteristics have been identified and
the symbols were classified and grouped accordingly. These groups are:
Suffering symbols, seduction/corruption symbols, salvation symbols,
refusal/confrontation symbols, submission / defeat symbols, resurrection
symbols, and past glory symbols. All these symbols have been employed

with different connotations that reflect personal, national , and human

sufferings.
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The second chapter tackles mythology in their poems.

Among these myths are the horizontal wanderer myths which
represent a wanderer, like Sindbad, for instance, who keeps on moving
from one place to another. The objective is to signify certain personal ,
artistic and political connotations. The Lower wanderer myths illustrated in
Greek Myth of Orpheus, the lover , is yet another example. The fact that
Orpheus was trying to attain a certain objective in the other world denotes

the search for lost happiness on earth. The resurrection/birth myths are

exemplified in the Myth of Tammoz, the god of fertility, and the

seduction/Iustre myths are illustrated in the Medanus and Gold Myth. This
latter myth epitomizes man's insane love for gold and money. Sacrifice and
food myths have been employed to illustrate revolutionary and dissatisfied
feelings over the present social and political corruption. The Chilnese Myth

of Congi is an example of these myths.

The third chapter presents the textual heritage, in particular,
borrowings and quotations from The Holy Our'an, The Holy Bible, ancient
mythology, and poetic and flokloric texts. The major objective of this
chapter is to highlight the role of the heritage factor in the overall structure
of the Arabic poem , as well as the relationship between the poet and the
heritage elements he/she employs. Furthermore, the chapter aims at
identifying a common relationship between the utilization of each of these

elements in modem poetry and thier actual utilization in the past.

The poems of the above six poets are rich with héritage elements of
different sources, cultures, and periods. This entails a broad acquaintance
of varied cultures, on the part of the reader, in order to be able to grasp

their meanings and to appreciate these poem:s.

Nevertheless, the presence of heritage elements added an aesthetic

value to their poems, thus rendering them more profound, more convincing
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and more capable of expressing personal and national worries and

anxieties,

In certain cases, however, the poets resorted to formulating their own
symbols, especially when they found that available heritage elements fall
short of expressing their thoughts and worries, or were in opposition to
their ideologies and beliefs . In other cases, the poets employed available
elements in an adverse manner, or added new aspects and dimensions that

were not originally attributed to them.

The above six poets have made use of common heritage elements in
their works, presumably because such elements were very popular and very
rich with connotations. Likewise, the fact that these poets share similar
culture, education, and background is another reason behind this
phenomena. The Messiah and Sindbad sybmols, for instance, were among
the most common and the most popular elements utilized by all the above
poets. Nevertheless, each poet did have his own recurrent heritage
elements which he/she made use of , thus shaping his/her own poetic
identity. Al-Sayyab, for instance, resorted to symbols like Jacob, Babel,
and Tammoz. Hawi made frequent use of symbols like Sodom and
Lazarus. Cain and Abel were recurrent symbols in Nazek Al-Mala'eka's
poetry, while symbols like Aishah and Al-Khayyam, and Prometheous (the
Thief of Fire) were recurrent in Al-Bayyati's . Adonis's most frequent
symbols were those of Mihyar Al-Dailami, Abdel-Rahman Al-Dakhel , and

Phoenix. z TT ‘I o

The Qur'anic text was not equally employed by these poets. While
Nazek Al-Mala'eka did not refer much to such a heritage, Adonis and
Abdel Sabour made extensive, though negative, references to it. On the
other hand, The Bible was a remarkable element in their poems, especially

the story of the Last Supper. Hawi , in particular, profited much from The
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Bible, in his works; most probably because he was a Christian and

PRTIFEAET

well-versed with this culture.

Unlike their predecessors, the above poets resorted to lengthy
borrowings from The Bible and from the Epic of Galgamish, Likewise,

verses from Al-Mutanabi's and Al-Ma'arri's works were frequent in their

poems.

The folkloric fales, songs, and wisdoms were not much of an interest

for these poets.

In fact, such a heritage is rather absent in their poems except for slight

references detected in Al-Sayyab's poems.

It is hoped that this study would succeed in highlighting the evolution

and innovations that took place in the form and content of Arabic verse in

general.
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