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The Poetry of Ibrahim Miftah An Intertextual Reading

Abstract

Ibrahim Miftah is a Saudi poet born in 1359H (1940) in Farasan Islands,
Jazan, Saudi Arabia. He is author of three published poetry collections: A
Gentle Reproof to the Sea (1404H), The Glow of Silence (1409H/1989) and
The Smell of Dust (1416H/1995), as well as many books and novels. With a
distinct flavor, his poetry is characterized by diversity in poetic themes. His
island Farasan has a deep influence on his poetic creativity, which is
rendered in well-refined language.

The present study is an intertextual reading of the poetry of Ibrahim
Miftah, which is as diversified as the thoughts and visions contained in his
contemporary poetic texts, and attempts to shed light on the forms of
intertextuality in his poetry as a type of transtextuality, and also as a theory
and methodology at once. It applies an intertextual approach to his
abovementioned poetry collections, in addition to three unprinted poems.
The importance of this study stems from the fact that it addresses an artistic
feature of Miftah’s poetry that has not been analyzed and examined
comprehensively and separately.

The study comprises a preface and four chapters. The preface introduces
the concept of intertextuality in modern Western and Arab critical studies,
the forms, levels and mechanisms of intertextuality, and a biography of the
poet. The first chapter, Religious Intertextuality in the Poetry of Ibrahim
Miftah, tackles two elements: intertextuality with the Holy Qur’an and
intertextuality with the biography of the Prophet. The second chapter,
Literary Intertextuality in the Poetry of Ibrahim Miftah, falls in two parts:
intertextuality with ancient Arabic poetry and intertextuality with modern
and contemporary Arabic poetry. The third chapter, Historical
Intertextuality in the Poetry of Ibrahim Miftah, covers three elements:
intertextuality with historical events and facts, intertextuality with historical
and heritage figures, and spatial intertextuality. The fourth chapter, Folk
and Legendary Intertextuality in the Poetry of Ibrahim Miftah, falls in two
parts. The first part deals with folk intertextuality, covering three elements:
folk tales, customs and traditions, and folk proverbs. The second part is on
legendary intertextuality. The study ends with a conclusion setting forth the
findings reached, followed by an index of sources and references.
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