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Abstract

The present paper investigates some proposals of cognitive
semantics, especially Lakoff and Johnson’s model of concep-
tual metaphor, to explain the derivation of syntactic meaning
and its generation in speech and the issues it raises in seman-
tic interpretation. Within the framework of conceptual met-
aphor theory, an attempt is made to explain the derivation
of the meanings of prepositions and show the coherence in
their internal semantic structure and within their respective
relationships. For this end, some cognitive concepts referred
to by Lakoff and Johnson are called upon as well as Langack-
er’'s model which explains the semantic addition that occurs
when word order changes through foregrounding processes
referred to traditionally as the speaker’s communicative strat-
egies. By adopting the principles of conceptual metaphor and
idealized cognitive models, issues of semantic interpretation
are brought into an experiential cognitive framework that is
not only related to language and apparent verbal structures,
but also to the conceptual underpinnings that control how
perceptions and linguistic acts interacting with the speakers’
physical and cultural environment are built. This analysis will
make it possible to explain such issues not as isolated phe-
nomena, but as subject to the same cognitive rules that gov-
ern the conceptual system of language and other forms of

expression.
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