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Speech Acts between Austin and Searle A Comparative
Theoretical Study.
Sarah Mansour Al-Sharqi
Department of Arabic Language and Literature, College of
Languages and Translation, University of Jeddah, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.
Email: Sarah.m.alshargi@gmail.com
Hanan Ahmed Bayari
Department of Linguistics, College of Languages and Translation,
University of Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Email: habeyari@uj.edu.sa
Abstract:
This study investigates the theory of speech acts, tracing its historical
development from both Arab and Western intellectual traditions. It
examines the key stages in the theory's evolution and the consolidation
of its core tenets. A comparative analysis is conducted between two
prominent figures in the field: John Austin, representing the theory's
foundational phase, and his student, John Searle, who signifies its
subsequent methodological refinement. Employing a descriptive-
comparative methodology, the study aims to demonstrate the points of
convergence and divergence between their respective contributions,
The findings underscore the significance of speech act theory within
the domain of pragmatic studies. The comparison between Austin and
Searle reveals similarities, such as their shared reliance on ethical
philosophy and their comparable classifications of speech acts.
However, it also highlights differences, notably in their approaches to
establishing distinctive features for categorizing speech acts, The
study concludes that: Both Austin's and Searle's frameworks are
imbued with notable ethical values, including expressive integrity,
sincerity of intention, and a commitment to clarity. This suggests the
influence of ethical philosophy on their intellectual perspectives,
thereby conferring pragmatic value upon their work in this regard,
Searle proposed specific features for differentiating various types of
illocutionary acts. For instance, truthfulness or falsity characterizes
assertive acts, responsiveness or non-responsiveness defines directive
acts, and fulfillment or breach distinguishes commissive acts. In
contrast, Austin employed more general criteria, such as verb form,
connectives, and the overall context of utterance, to distinguish among
different categories of speech acts.
Keywords: Linguistic studies, Pragmatics, Speech acts, Austin,
Searle..
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