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Abstract

The present paper is an attempt to compare the use
of punctuation marks in Arabic and English in
legislative drafting. Adopting a comparative
descriptive approach, it is based on a corpus of 105
Arabic and English legislative texts covering the
period between 2015-2020. The analysis sheds light
on the use of basic punctuation marks, both in
Arabic and English, showing the areas of agreement
and difference between the two languages in the use
of punctuation marks. The results show that the two
languages agree in the use of some punctuation
marks, differ in the use of others, with certain
punctuation marks specific to each language. The
results also show inconsistencies in the use of most
punctuation marks in Arabic legislative texts.

Keywords: legal drafting, regularity, punctuation
marks, Saudi regulations, legislative drafting.
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SSLU e ol ol Bylielt" s ke Bousll of csissll of sl § Ramall cllall of wlodSdl -
(el alas) "L Ladgg cumliatssl s S (il § Uaal il
oy dal 3y 9l daals A L1 S, 200 @.Héé;m cpalud! ol el a3l of Glrad) Jl> " :cllis -
() 28,8l allas) a8, 4 5oz ¥ clas!
=iyl lll 3 O
"The complainant, a local homeowner, has contacted police nine times." (Services, 2015)
Sl e t.«d b,y &Il e gg\.'za djux e PSR O | P D> PRI |
ol e Ll Jds Sy L Loy IoLisy) l3 e 00685 G (Bl i @ Am il g sporons)
2 Ll A1 oo sorons o s ) Aeedl ogis ¥ () iy L Lo s () Aased) v Bayitl] (o0 Y
Il azle Alolall Lpd 683 Y Lole

A resident who is totally and permanently disabled may purchase a basic recreational
fishing license for a fee of two dollars and fifty cents.

B Oguaig 195 858 oany ilie Aaobial Al 3 o Ayasy 51, 4l 39 Laslog L Blall e U
Ly W Lol Uyl 3501 Alamel 0580 (amsy Loguanay cnilaedl Jlasl @ s ol 0585 039
1@ LS caliolay L L o L i tly (ols M8 Ly Lo (e 1348 (0,05 Y (&) Allaed] Lo

Every person, regardless of sex, shall be secure in his person, property, communications,
houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable searches, seizures, or invasions of privacy
(Wydick, 2005).
3ly9l calilin a5V lasl (8lian cdyaied § Ual 058G oof cumy el (e Sl (i cpasd IS den Al
21.1,44‘9.44_2}‘ s AREISY 5i ce | 3i ‘ui..l'.Lé_Ln e ZLI..LAt.U e oldeatl alag (R9
89529 < (Wydick, 2005) suuall aeg suall ezl o Goyatdl dcal J) UoYl (aay gy
1elyall Jleniwly oslul Jds 5dzss «(Suthers and Roberts, 2005) Lo duolall szl Jleazw!
o lall il a2 Jloniwl o fomaagll (v &4l 3 3lasyl (e (Drafting Style and Usage Manual)

redliag e gall 3 adS I a5s 08

"The tax on milk that was initially levied in 1946 is hereby suspended.
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AND

The tax on milk, which was initially levied in 1946, is hereby suspended"”

Laglal] 631946 ale lunl Aagyae cilS @) cadsdl e Loyl das il

Laglal] @3 1946 ale Zlan As9,he cilS @1 cqalzl e 2oyl

Ol @bl 0sSsg (Busia dlex " that was initially levied in 1946" Ledg calolall oo ddlal dlexdl GG
Aol Aode adge 3181 ad (ALl Alosell Lol La3Lall 31003 1946 ale 3 i yd 1 coalonll e 2yl
el Ay O Aozl (e 0558 Apdlis] Sloglas puias Laily (Leled W Sutde o Al alezedl o L

.(Suthers and Roberts, 2005) Lglas] )l oo Jlaidl (asy cuali us

obans| oo IS Al pllaal 4ab sl S e 6 9" il Ad)lad) Aol sty musgtd -
() pllss) "wl ol auzes W Ladgg

L Al desdl e eiad @ (A lad¥) dlezdl day alolall U 03 eyl wlll 3 -
:Jl (Services, 2015)
If the surveyor of either parish fails to attend at the time and place fixed, the other surveyor

shall wait two days, and if the first does not arrive within that time, he shall proceed with
the running and marking of the boundary line.

@I 1319 conage slatiy (¥ 7Ll old cpaasll Oy sl § Sled ¥l (o 6l 7 lus puazmy @113] 1ol
Sgdadl las e cilodle aun99 Juidd 3 hud qall dele Comyd ccdgll 13 IS Jo¥1 iy

OS5 (o Lasdg pus Jiady Bled! da @ 55 8 ) Aiolall o delpall Jleatuwly coslusl Juds duasg
(Garner, 2013) &S juas o0 J81 2o Liad¥| 2ozl

iJlie «glude Sy oty Bgimge e ssad @l wlaall o -
- areserved, cautious person. (Research and Legislation, n.d.)
ol Jad=mie Gedd i des il
Alolall 2edlay La1Ss ¥y cilae 3y Lo by Apall 2l 9
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Didle dusly e § ol (ailee o1 -

- The United States is a common-law country, and its judges are common- law judge
(Services, 2015).

aladl-0glall BLas ea Lpliady alall-gilall al susall wl¥sll sam il

& e 3] cdgyull (oguaidl § Asgilall dpa, il deluall 3 13,ke Kal (S @ cleasadl sia (ang
(S bl allas e Jo¥1 3oL

" Balail) sl a9 Lol asuyg Sslaalaedl 95 eulaidy Auansel ALl iclas el (954 ulma "
S PSUN AU [ P

" Ledlag Lylaly Leaps 8T Ll e 250801 cAnalaed) BaSgomy Bumziell Alaluadl teliddl ulms”

dglaall Jozl o Aiolall pinge g9 5Ll (1001 5055 a0 Jaatad @y (S JULl § Aolall culeazald

Lebss of Lot of J1ga¥l Jas e byl lamdlt Jaamall Sl 19 LS cajlon pe Yloatl Jantud udg
(Mo Jlga¥ll Juwe Ax88 allas) " Lol a9 of LSy of Lpd B puntll of

ilasyanll 8,88 §8a,kall e ¥ leazudl (a9

19>
sl - Jutl -
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Suthers and Roberts, ) Glyely gas Laday Lee aazudl dlesdl 151 § ausgtd caldl cadell wie Joatud
Agpdi¥ly A pall curalll 3 Yleatal LajiSTy cilodtall a3l £ (2005

cUliSy (sl Aalall di ) @adais) " e Lol ey ALl 51 (lSa ol " 8ol paislwl aie -
((Services, 2015) anl=i¥l 4all 3 Yl

Jle o9t J) dewall slgll olyad elml e -
ol e o> pasd il zpall”
(Al pllss) "o pas
(e Bolll Tag il olg claday Loy L3 28Me ¥ Al dler S 518 -

saiy ddl ol el sy oed oron JBYI e sliac¥l el Houan g leia¥l Angal byiiy”
A Sgio ) il g Slguadl Golud wieg (JBYI e (sl Slgual 2lely w3l
"ol plain | puams eis palaedl Glealy dsliael Juxad (oyaall siaally g Lol sy

(A8 gzl o glally Ao Lucald dalall 25, Jl)

(Garner, 2002)‘41_3,)3!\ o ol [(Garner, 2002) il aall Jof Jolaadll 3 ‘alé)‘zll NEYPEVPAES) (VNI B
Balll Lﬂjgﬁjjgmmmw&é)&sﬁkbﬂpmji

(¢) Ao gl | Abyorlill 4.6

dae s oS csSiudl t65all of @Saall (panmy > (05859 < SIS CaBglly Absgaill dlolall (§5 el by
Ll @ b saill alolall A5 datel pias Lygazs Aoull ulzmas o, i) @ud (31 5599 .(2013(S5) (wdi]!
023l (98 Buslall als IS e gazma oo ity gl Joz O o1 <63 s Lol | il (s 0985

(Rose, 2017) Lgg bl i L bl Cimsg Josd) oy (i) 456 Lira

e ady gue @ obeall 3" 1l (Ldd e Sigas 3 cuadly Aiall S5 (@ el Gt Jiaall -
(Wgaill 15l Byamdl Lo pllas) "aliill slogld Blas tLeagaas e 3azn, of «puds Liless

Wleadl e Glaal of Glaall e deall e oy "l iyl ezl (e Ayl 3axd -
(Wil 1529l Boantl Glass pllas) "Lole 2551 Goamell (yo Laplas
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(o) o) " o of e e Jgumcnll s U] s

"l sauzes W ladg cllzg ¢ oy ol mapad (e dgumsdl day Y1 e cotiuig dlid Lo usngs =
(Al pllas)

Led Jonias dalasl Jlag LS Jeatud of (illhs dbgaill Alslall Lpd Joaiad ¥ Aalas¥l (any dls gl
Al allas 3 LS dslaraly

semi-) piadill ek adle 955 A8y Ayl el § (Abgaill Ao lall) Ladlall o ures ¥ ol s
oo J8ly calolall oo Jsbol A28y JI dd Lol caumgiy cibsaill Aolall oo 20,8 Zaylsss 4xad (colon)
A= Bl § Jleanud 538 29 .(Rose, 2017) aazl)

(- -) oliusl e olids 24156

oo 201 oo g cgall 3 Aslal) b, a1 ay Loy L6801 by 2 (15 Lo Jumted sl Ae¥ ) Jood! Lo pungs

BSalll (R 552
A4Sl @bbl\ L,g Jeriudg

ealass) " AU cliolansVly il lls aliall - ddlual Guazs Jos § - 30l :Jls el -

ais) "8, L1s clalordly (ol §- Al s - Ausyall i) 3810 Litisy” i Jlb cd 23LY -

B 3048, Ao Ll Alas¥) ayLiin 781" 5.l (e illy dgyally ol Asd dalall Auls,

s3saadl 3L qlais) "BoUl Aallasdl ls o1 JLeSaad Le adylly -aaall bl ae Basdalls-
CHINIERPLY

- daall Ll 31" Il sty ‘:\.E_L” L_? 39 Bslw ,qs} 51 sole Jl Mji 4ds 8,le LA-Q»y Loy s

a1y 1" (gl ) " laidl (e (SN Zaelall) 5LLT (50 (2) 8,840 & Lle ogumil

A1) " 53L50l) el ool (o -allatl s (letlly Zaalall) 5obel) Tady - 358 Anls Aunan
(8,800
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(el o,

Bl Gilall - allasdl i & cyg Legl - ¥ llatly colalSIL ayndy” 1 Jlie tgamilly papased) -
(Ao sad) Ayl A8LASH dpnad ulud) alasll) "5 L5 Bliwd) (a1d; @I Lo e S alel

&3 Aasy e Jgvamdl by - il S M5 - puatll A8l (g9 " e (o) Bute g3 =

(gatanl letnaddl allas) " e
gy So el lall allas e (Aalai¥l (i) 8 L Slales s L6 (S Adlall Ida Jleatul 158 wyg
Lo S ol Amamgll Gilall allasdl e 3 9 Lol 2 lalSly ulyleally a1 Js¥1 83U 8 209 s
Sells pe Gl pazdy oI b

(8) & ok (v "UBYN e” Bl ausg 3 LS sylaae pt JShn Bodms lelS pe Jeatad u lliS
P ‘aUa_a) "‘.‘stﬁg Oi le‘ - Jé%" Se - GL@LT LM UAJ\:'ST 3i :\.A.:xJJ.pj_“ QAJ‘J.E_.» Qjﬁ" ‘Il Jasd @a‘}n
o - 3ell (he 5lyds - OFSE" e e cido b (s 355 ¥ (B0 249) (5,591 s lsll ST 8 5 (sl o2
4ded asbadl ahsdl 5ylsll ae dolanll allas) " ellas HLdduns o om0 058 «J8Y1 e slacl a0
(el

Uex o Olibold Joatud wad Alolall Jie 6,51 cledles 2dlall sia (o Malus cllia oy lasg
4 tead 9l B 4815 ol Al A e« cnals il Alilan AN Jud

("") seamadd d 6.6
(oolad¥l Slodle (s LS . (Garner, 2013) Lid > gaill calyleally o LalSd) Lo aiz 939 et (s luasidy
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Aa” el Aol Aa o)l e Caorgy Lads" tJle cdao ]l cilead) o dadai¥l clowd de paill -
(e 2 dlSag casllagll s dipa eudas) " AUladl dedlSag Casllagll s

slosel pamaidll adke auslse (o OF J) Jleaiaadly e luall duds ady:dpl=yl sl 3 O
:Jle (olgall

This Part may be referred to as the "Housing Authorities Law" (2013 .(53) .
S Sllali 038" waely 5 521 1 ] 5L 48 e U1
:J% «(may be cited as) s (to be known as) Jis 85020 LS J5 (&) () of liaud) 2o Jeaiud Ady
This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Service Contracts Act (2012 «Ldl z4)
"otsel dgde (g3l8" ol 4 SLATY! Sang By ae Oglall 1da 058G ol e ez AU
aail Gl (s pud s ¥ L8 (6531 By 3y e pllasll el oF I g
Sy Lo ol "5l 0" el 28] pe AST o e ity esel (30 91" 1o cLuny AalS 23Ls| e il -
(Sl allas) ... gall 1

Aousd) pudny od sy AuagSadl bzl 0535”1l 50 LS 63T yogial §odme sl S5 -
olh allas) " cpauds e sl alseral i 3" Toe slazels

Byl of AalSU Maniad papsaiddl Godle oF I Jleniaddly Aelall Juds sy dppl=dl 2alll 3 -
:Jie (Rose, 2017) lalias sy sl &I

(3) "Certificate" means the document issued as written evidence of the benefit contract.

(2013 ..55)
LM ade e (igiSe JuS palall il a3 3ol adl” (3) dam Al

Sl ally Lasyad sLA LSl aisgig . 15T ainge & mllasall lia 5959 5,80 ¥ Jlaarad lia § b g
O Gatan O Lagl o8eYly «ailadl lalins o calizs s e AV Joniud (n> papais Gadle (n
((Services, 2015) (Italicization) 48 Wby (apaiall Gadle
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() olwsdll.7.6

e L 0058 a1 Aglal) A all Aesell LISy (Lell Llaill ol sl Bylee of 2 pads 208 S Lo punse
Rose, ) augilall deluall § HuS deatudl wlodlall o0 (29 ((Research and Legislation, n.d.) Jazius

Al padl)) " 1o ccnaosdlly pamaidl Godle o Ly ccnz9a5e Olusdll 05809 (o] Adpo -

Laliaas¥ aplaall 2l ouladl alladl) "((Gaues Bkl Jlasl 6551 ()Ty Jually (ST ()T ealaall
(sl el Joud Oglasll ulel

sl dl Bgpmlly s Mt aMISI) daseg § A3l ol dlud! alE 1 of gyl Lo puss
(5.00.000) (e w35 ¥ ol yiy cdlay 3T allas Lole oty il Bugae gL DY pue o "1 e
(ol allas) " Oy call @lesuas

Drafting Style) (a3 A, 4l deluall 3 a8 Y1 48 &)lan 3 alisldpl=l 22l 3 O

le e Loz &1 foylstlly 3laz Lo ¥ ALUS a1 S of 09, (and Usage Manual

Sl8gl ) ALYl (3.0 GPA) Jie LLE)T LaliS A, (&) Slpsadly (2 W LAl cUiSy

Qo (Services, 2015) cuiboy i o auss BT uaSGy 4,8 aSs W Ll gl

Y ‘alé)i!\ ol & (House Legislative Counsel’s Manual on Drafting Style) o8 « Ll
(Counsel, 1995) i &i9u> (0 il <> 3] g,y CaSS

"(WAHO) (yall slgzld alladl dalasll 3 2a3slls" :Jlis deaze ¥l j9a,0ly slose¥l Loy aio93

08, 8,581 Tadg o153 Lo 33y cBpanill ol ) Goyos Bl e allol oo JSI" e (a LB coe
sl eyl udoma ety o ol oty a9 (Gl Aesy 2318k allas) "Balll sda e (1)
bl el palas) AL Sl (SOB) Bl crigac 05Ty udzmll sy o A8l e

(B, Sall cleligall

(2017

il ¢ Cusd (b s g ol Oga @315y 188 Jlga¥l K 3150 1da il
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Aalmi¥ly Zyall (o 5 im0 AeLiall 3 eud ) Slodhe ciadl a3l
Jby il dslesnas alo Aiss of Llle Liliag 8IS (pa By1o¥! ulma guine dule amy Lo foama Solxiy ¥
(ol alss) Llj.w

Sabedl L ) Lazelig (ol allas) "JU, (all Blosuas) oo Jas of Sams ¥ JIsod) pa @9 " lall @
.ﬁléjz(l oy B9 ol Lgae Blle Lo, 4isS (3 90 NN i 9SG Lanyg 1>l ‘aUé.i TR

Lols ((Legislative Research Council , 2020) Lo al8¥1 ayos5 dunlasyl 22l 3 O
:(Garner, 2013) Jl (Research and Legislation, n.d.) cl,aallg slgll a9, ﬁu?j

Alawyer who is not competent to handle a particular legal problem has three options: (1) decline to

accept the client or withdraw from representing the client;

9 deeadl Joud (a8 (1) :ohles AW Lyns Asils AS4w po Jolaall Jasll a2 alzll alel tdem Al
AP "QAA_’MY‘

JoAdlicasll" (b o(d blas s t;bjji ) 5oL ‘3 3l pllasas ae aogs bo Lo e
pllasdl) "3 Ay A wlanadly e ddll oy« Juatdl Jiaadl cusg (2g3W) 298sdl cusg cpla!
ilezell (05318) pllas § Ll (oguaill 28 [FEPEISYEONY A APV EWES SPN (TS E L PP
(Llall Aaall anyus allas) "usgll
e ccalpe iz mllaal elas] of Bly Jies G01 olelSIl o g Anlomidl 25001 3
A person ("the seller") who sells fuel to a ... (Rose, 2017).
el 35860 aty 1 (TSLY) ot el
e cilin 3sles gllasal Gluss Kyl (058G ud o

(5) objected to, or refused to participate in, any activity, policy, practice, or assigned task
that the employee (or other such person) reasonably believed to be in violation of any
provision of this title (or amendment), or any order, rule, regulation, standard, or ban under
this title (or amendment).’

4(&._{.]&.&.7 45u\.£l§ LﬁUé.’i ‘.S‘i ‘91 ‘(d,g.J..a_’iJ\ ‘93‘) Q‘j.’l.ﬂ.” ‘.:\.A ﬁ&}i L}A ﬁ5.>~ ‘“51 d.("&d L((-T LJ}-E—’-A M ().’5-] UAM
(dsaztl 91) ol giatl 1da cumgas Hlas ol ¢ jlias
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oo (ST 1) Byl bl amlye Gl (e clogd @sluad! aSI Loy cains Lo Lo pudogs -
(ySal e Ll bl 2l oulais) "ud sl

oSy 9 sl e S8 padiasy duar Osddas e il cdmubgis Ldus Lo Old gy -
bz Gty o yo3ell" () allas) "ol Cnraizme -(J195¥) Cnmy) duaniell azl Bylo) ulze
(A allas) " aila sy oo ol (U1so¥) cowmy) Buatsell 2zl 5)15)

Aozl @ Alantus by il 058 byt (s el s ® O " 9] sy 3l a9 3 | 05SG u3
ex o Lals clumaliel iy Led Aex (515 Lptla by ol fe | Aoz qugs o ey ¥ cLegis I
ozl U8yl el ey 51 sl datass” catislite) ol o 415 plUA 3 g " Jlgo¥ v

(sl alas) "8y lall Lelyly3 - Jlgodl oo

ez @ Vol Jlsadl Cummy Byl of A ) Jumds " ks «ousdyd Aadle (5T 095 (J1so¥! casumy) AalS 3,5 g
(sl el Joud gladl udml Apaliaad ¥ aslaat) A dd guladl allaidl) ... ulod ¥

ke (LIS alamsy) 45l 3

...offers employees enrollment in 1 or more health benefits plans shall automatically enroll
new full-time employees in one of the plans offered (subject to any waiting period
authorized by law) and to continue the enrollment of current employees in a health benefits
plan offered through the employer.®

Jaal ol S (0 k5 Bl 23] Aas 3 ol

Byleat ool T Jlanias! pucy ooy ddly ¢ pangall AN ladall Jleaiul @ o SMus| Ilia
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’ e sty Yo
(Ldatly as¥uall o0 Joriad ST gl 3oka
IR

(o)lmtdl gyl allasll) Byl Souun” wsd O -
(AST 1) s asLal
"Lad! 993 diuay
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s oo 213 ol S5l e lyds 0555

- . ‘ . ‘ . .
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onball sams (Gu)) " o Lelast sae
(CVIPERTT

aladll allas) ol - A sdaws Jgse” -
lamiadly ool 1 (355G - AST
(edially ¥ uall QI RGEI-t
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The square of the length of the hypotenuse equals the sum of the squares of the lengths of

the other two sides (c2 = a2 + b2) (Research and Legislation, n.d.).

(2=a2+b2) (391 paliall Jlghal cilassa ggazme yisll ol aupe Goluw ez Ul
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Sterling manufactures and sells prescription drugs and over-the-counter ("OTC")
medicines (Garner, 2013).

("OTC") dids Aigmg p3lrad ¥ (21 2395¥19 L35um sl A95¥1 g audiaty midstins o551 aa Al
e caluandl § gyt amy led i lodl sl el
() gt wulais) " st Lslig T ey llg olully Assdl 3,159 (e Jiae (1
(/) abllak,21.8.6
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The 11/7/2000 election would not be "over" for another month
ST el 9" (51 2000/7/11 bl e 01
.(Garner, 2013) Ui 3%l w830 cny 2B Ay i) Jloniul Sy 43T )
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(ii) who—
(I) holds a public elective office of that State, political subdivision, or agency,
(IT) is selected by the holder of such an office to be a member of his personal staff, ’
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The elements of defamation include a defamatory statement concerning another;

publication to a third party; and fault amounting to at least negligence (Suthers & Roberts,
2005).
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The brief contained well-developed policy arguments (Suthers & Roberts, 2005).
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