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Grammatical and Rhetoric research in Libya

During the Second Half of the Twentieth Century.
By. Emhimmad Ali Abu-Ghnaima

An Abstract
Praise be to God, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds.

Researching the scientific endeavours of early scholars is one of the research
areas that should be targeted by contemporary researchers. That is because
contemporary research is often based on the findings of earlier studies.

Consequently, this study aims at:
1) triggering out the linguistic research in Libya during the period from
1950 till the year 2000.
2) highlighting the contributions of Libyan scholars in linguistics and
rhetoric.
3) Analysing the publications of Libyan linguists along this span of 50
years focusing on their methodologies, data and resources.

This study is divided into an introduction and four chapters. In the
Introduction, the political, economic and cultural conditions that Libya had
experienced will be discussed. The period covered by the study wil be sub-
divided into the monorachy and the republic phases. This division is related
to the political, economic and cultural changes and the consequential
developments in the life of the Libyan society.

Capter One is dedicated for textbooks at schools and university levels.
Samples of those textbooks were analysed and discussed. Chapter Two is
dedicated to Arabic grammar which was divided into two topics, a) the
history and scholars of Arabic grammar b) Applied research in Arabic
grammar

Chapter Three : manuscript editing.

This chapter is dedicated to the discussion of manuscript editing. A number
of manuscripts were surveyed and their particulars were taken down. Chapter
Four is dedicated to rhetoric analyses which was divided into two sections; a)
general rhetoric topics, and b) manuscript editing in rhetoric studies.
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Findings of the study.

1-

2-

Libyan linguiss have positive undeniable contributions in the field of
linguistic research in spite of the difficult circumstances they
experienced between 1950 and the year 2000.

The works of libyan linguists are characterised with correct selection
of topics and good presentation. It is also will suited to the age groups
of pupils and students despite the fact that some of these works gave
priority to quentity (some books are of more than 300 pages).

Most of the textbook authors adopted a classical approach to the
linguistic research. That is because the researchers have not
encountered any work based on the principles of modern linguistc
research .

It is a shared belief among Arab grammarians that the authenticity of
linguistic research iis measured by its reliance on the works of
classical grammarians. This has oriented the works of Libyan
grammarians who has, more or less, adopted this approach rather than
employing the findings of modern linguistc research.
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