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Abstract

This paper aims at revealing the critical mind in Abderrah-

man Hadj-Salah’s linguistic discourse and his unique critical
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reading loaded with an outstanding scientific knowledge
and smart indications of the distinctive marks between au-
thentic and artificial thought, which reflects the newness in
old thoughts and the obsolescence of new ones. This would
confirm the competence, both theoretically and meth-
odologically, of the ancient Arab grammarians who were
linguists before linguistics was born. The spirit of criticism
and intellectual openness in Dr. Abderrahman Hadj—Salah’s
analysis is reflected in the many models where he combined
the skills of understanding and interpreting with the mecha-
nism of comparison. This cannot be described in detail here,
but an attempt will be made to reveal some of its features
through various examples at the core of «linguistic criti-
cism» in which Hadj-Salah discussed various linguistic issues
that will be analyzed in the light of his writings, and in par-
ticular his latest work, «Arabic Syntactic Structures», which
according to us deliberately recalls Chomsky’s book «Syntac-
tic Structures» which produced a revolution in contemporary

linguistic thought.
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