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I n the name of Allah the merciful the beneficent
Abstract

The topic of this thesisis social lexical items in Magamat
Al-Hareeri, a semantic study aiming at investigating this group
of items and classifying it in the light of the theory of semantic
fieldsin order to be able to understand its detailed denotationsin

terms of the various contexts in which they are used.

In the study of literary texts, the researcher has resorted to
the methodology of modern philosophy and used statistical
methods and tables containing the findings of the study to show

the rate of currency.

The study consists of nine chapters, in addition to the
introduction, conclusion and a list of technical terms. The
introduction dealt with the reasons for choosing the topic and
the research methods used in the study.

Chapter one dealt with items denoting habitation. Chapter
two focused on items designating food and drink. Chapter three
handled items referring to clothing, jewery and perfumes.
Chapter four dealt with items related to kinship while the fifth
chapter examined items related to social classes and religious
sects. Chapter six consisted of items denoting craftsmanship and

livelihood, whereas the seventh chapter focused on items related



to money and currency. Chapter eight was a study of items
dealing with internal and external disputes while chapter nine

dealt with items denoting occasions and entertainment.

The research showed the semantic subsidiary groups
associated with each genera field. In the linguistic analysis of
items, the linguistic meaning was given the way it is expressed
in linguistic dictionaries, taking into account the context and
making use of the overall social framework in shich Magamat
al-Hareeri occurred. Information obtained from the interpreter of
the Magamat was also considered as well astheintentions of Al-
Hareeri as he himsdlf expressed in some parts of his Magamat

which are a source of puzzlement.

The tenth chapter investigated the lexical relations
between items — synonymous, overlapping, antonymous (and
related forms).

The lexical index was provided at the end of the study and
al the items were arranged in alphabetical order indicative of
the general semantic field to which the item belongs, its
subfield, its frequency of occurrence and its place in the

Magamat.



The findings of the study are many, some of which are the
following:
Y.  Theresearch presented a semantic analytic study of logical

itemsin the social lifein Magamat Al-Hareeri.

Y. The study presented a list of lexical items used in social

life during the Abbaside period.

Y.  The items amounted to one thousand, one hundred and

four, and appeared in two thousand, two hundred and forty

seven places.

¢.  The commonest area was that of clothing, jewelry and

perfumes, and the least common was that of money and

currency.

o.  The closeness among items denoting food and drink, socia

classes and religious sects was remarkable.

1. The degree of frequency of items denoting habitation was

closeto that of items designating food and drink.

Y. The difference of occurrence among items in the same

field was remarkable.



Y.

Y Y.

VY.

RS

Most of the items related to social life were restricted to
one Situation, and each class was shown in statistical
terms.

Concrete and real designations were more common than

abstract and unreal ones.

Denotative and connotative meanings of idiomatic

expressions were given.

Foreign items and their origins were displayed.

The study confirmed the presence of synonymity which is

not absolute in Magamat Al-Hareeri through revealing
semantic distinctions of items. This was made by

indicating their general and specific semantic components.

The study showed a lot of items with numerous meanings

and as a result belonged to more than one semantic area.

The research presented a group of items each of which

assumed the meaning of another item.

Finally, one hopes that this modest study will be a

contribution to be added to previous studies to help in the



production of the Arabic chronological lexicon and motivate

other researchers to investigate the etymology of linguistic

usage.
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