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ABSTRACT

The object of this study is to investigate how the literary significance of
culturally laden 'referential' proper names of people- be they historical,
mythical, symbolic or metaphorical figures— are artistically and
aesthetically deployed by novel writers in the elaboration of their
narrative discourse. As the Saudi novel tradition is fairly rich with
references to proper names that are curiosity arousing and inviting for
research, I have adopted a pragmatic approach to unravel the symbolic
significance of the use of proper names, as well as their main functions in

novel writing.

The richness and variety of novel writings in Saudi Arabia has made it
necessary for me to use a chronology-based approach in the collection of
a literary corpus that is quantitatively and qualitatively representative of
the Saudi novel, namely from 2005 and 2015. These two considerations
have motivated the choice of the specific texts that make up this corpus.
Methodological considerations have also been taken into account to

motivate the adopted pragmatic approach in this study.
The main issues addressed in this study are:

- To what extent are proper names deployed in Saudi novel writing?

- To what extent is a pragmatic approach relevant for the study of
proper names?

- Do proper names constitute one of the elements that novel writers
use to achieve their literary goals?

- What are the functions that proper names do fulfill in this
enterprise?

- To what extent can the use of proper names have an impact on the

reader at the cultural and social levels?

In the course of the execution of this study, I have undertaken statistical
counts of the use of proper names to have an idea on the percentage of

the functions represented by proper names in the studied texts in



comparison with other novels. I have then exploited the results of the
statistical analysis to see their relevance for a context-based reading of

their significance.

Excluding the Introduction and the Conclusion, the current study
consists of four chapters. Chapter one surveys existing literature
concerning some issues in terminology. Chapter two provides a statistical
account of proper names occurrence and classification. Chapter three
focuses on the significance of proper names in context. Lastly, Chapter
four is devoted to the significance of proper names outside of their

linguistic context.
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