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Abstract
The Literature of Al- Wulat in the Omayyad Period
Fathi Mohammad Taleb Al- Mseideen
Mu'tah University, 2016

This research aims to study the literature of Al- Wulat in the Omayyad
Period and the valuable prose writings at that time. It seeks to explore the
different genres and subgenres of literature represented in speeches,
conversations, delegations, wills, sermons, and intellectual, political and
religious debates. It also studies the different types of letters on different areas
which can be described as truly elite literature.

Despite the fact that the literature of this period, whether prose or poetry,
is occupied with policy and political parties, tribal fanaticism and war
campaigns, it is still regarded as an absolutely unique art or literature by itself.
It is, therefore, directed to Bani Omayyah with some literary figures supporting
and others opposing them.

The topics of these writers include praise, pride, complimenting, apology,
admonition, social criticism, social and religious guidance, nostalgia,
instruction and advice, description, love poetry, letters, satire and a list of topics
produced by the genius of these writers on external wars or internal actions or
conflicts.

The study shows the effect of mixing with other nations and the new life at
that time on the literature of the Omayyads. It also displays the different literary
environments and the cultural, intellectual, historical, political, and social
centers which accompanied the Omayyad war campaigns.

One of the distinctive features of the Omayyad poem is that it combines
more than one topic; it moves from one topic to another. So it mixes policy
with fanaticism, description with praise and pride, admonition with compliant,
satire with social and political criticism, hospitality with miserliness, sermons
with apology and political religious poetry with opposing parties.

Furthermore, readers generally find the literature of Al —Wulat rewarding
because of its beauty, elevated language, guidance, or even satire. It is
embroidered with introductions or comments and enriched with formation,
construction and style.

The literature of Al- Wulat does not only include texts of poetry and letters
but it also includes the circumstances that are related to that literature. Writers
therefore clarify the occasions of the literary texts and mention the caliphs or
the governors "wulat" of that period either because they are with or against their
policies. These writers become the figures who direct the literary movement of
the time in its varied genres showing its effect on the society as a whole.

L



The study deals with these writers from two perspectives. The first one is
their literary production which is represented mostly in letters. The second one
is their effect on the Omayyad literature, especially in poetry. Poetry becomes
very important in this period and has been directed to policy, satire and
admonition. The poets of Al- Wulat take a strong grip of all the attitudes which
steer the literary movement and affect its different topics and features in this
extremely turmoil era.

The study therefore reveals that large literary legacy, being poetry or
prose, of the Wulat period. It highlights the common distinctive features of
this era which have contributed to the enrichment of the Arabic and
international libraries adding more beauty and passion to that cannon for more
than a century.
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