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Abstract 
The lexicon “Al-Gamhara” by “Ibn Duraid” is considered to be one of the 

Arabic dictionaries that has made forward important steps in the world of 
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dictionaries and lexicons. It is also considered a very remarkable lexicon and, 
as we can say it is the mother of Arabic dictionaries.  
 It is known that “Ibn Duraid” comprised his lexicon after “Khalil bin 
Ahmad al-Faraaheedi” and “Abi Amr al-Shaibani” had written their own 
books “Al Ain” and “Al-Geem” in about 100 years, during this period we 
have not received any Arabic comprehensive lexicon.  
 When “Ibn Duraid” wrote his book, it was very welcomed by the 
scholars because of the wide and good reputation of his writings especially in 
Arabic language; and because the era needed a new dictionary, “Al-Gamhara” 
reinforced “Al-Ain” dictionary, plugged its lack, and avoided its drawbacks. 
Nevertheless, it was still accused, critiseid and slandered of the assets of 
some words.  
 This research is trying to focus on and discuss the most important features 
and advantages of “Al-Gamhara” lexicon and that’s through a descriptive 
analytical method.  
 First, the research introduced the author “Abu Baker Muhammad ibn Al-
Hasan bin Duraid Azdi” who was born in 223AH and died in 321AH. It also 
talked about the author’s life, inception, teachers, books, and the complements 
and the criticism about him.  
 After that, the research analyzed briefly the introduction of the lexicon, 
and indicated why it was named by its name; and the reason of writing it. It 
also mentioned various additions and clarified the method that “Ibn Duraid” 
used in writing this book and the chapters included.  
 In conclusion, the research focused on studying the most important features 
and drawbacks of this work.      
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