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Abstract

A close scrutiny of Arabic dictionaries shows that most
of them do not explain the subtle shades of meanings
between synonyms and fail to distinguish between
distributional verbs and support verbs. With the
developments in  computer technology  huge
computerized Arabic corpora are now available, which
makes it necessary to make good use of the data available
in the form of billions of words that need to be
contextualized, treated and retrieved. Such data and
modalities available in data banks will enable us to
specify the word occurrence frequency, their selection
restriction rules, define the nuances of synonyms, keep
track of their most frequent usages and fossilized usages
and, especially, distinguish between distributional and
support verbs. Results show that Arabic dictionaries do
not cite examples of frequently used occurrences, as
detected trough their frequency of occurrence in the data
banks, nor do they follow a clear methodology in
selecting their examples. Which leads to suggest the
need for a computational linguistic approach in the
construction of Arabic dictionaries for non-Arab
speakers of Arabic, and in revising current and ancient
dictionaries of Arabic.

Keywords: dictionaries, distributional verbs, support
verbs, corpora, proverbs.
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