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The Women in Al-Tanoukhi’s literature
A study in Content and Form
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ABSTRACT

The theme of this=thesis=is=Al=Muhassen=lbn=Ali=Al=Fanoukhi, 327-384 in the
Hijri Calendar. The research therein couched has been designedto construe the portrait of
women as it appears in the chronicles collected by Al-Tanoukhi; the portrait thus
construed is then to be set against a portrait construed in like manner from the works of
Al-Jaheth, Ibn Qutaibah and Ibn Abdi Rabbih. Having achieved this purpose, the thesis
goes on to define the compositional properties of Al-Tanokhi's'works.

For the purposes of this thesis, the dimensions of a portrait include bodily
characteristics, personal traits, social status and legal competence. Moreover,
compositional properties include the stylistic properties of presentation, patterns of
narration, of characterization interplay of characters, plot, denouement and finale.

The present thesis is comprised of an introduction, three chapters, concluding
remarks and an appendix. Chapters one and two are jointly dedicated to the visualization
part of the title, whereas compositional properties have been dealt with in chapter 3.

Chapter 1 construes the portrait of women as it appears in the works of the three
selected predecessors of Al-Tanoukhi. From Al-Jaheth, three treatises have been selected:
‘The discourse On female Slave Singers’, ‘The Discourse on The Rivalry in Intercourse
Between Females And Males’, ‘The Discourse on Women’; from Ibn Qutaibah, a chapter
has been selected entitled ‘On The Nature of Women’ occurring in his book known as
‘Uyoun Al-Akhbar’, or ‘The Elite Chronicles’; from Ibn abdi Rabbih's ‘Al-Iqd Al-
Fareed’, or ‘The Unique Necklace’, Coral Two has been selected in addition to the
episodes of the women received in audience by Mu'awiyah.

Fifty chronicles from these works have been carefully selected and explored to
elicit there from the portrait of women as visualized by the three authors. The chronicles
have been selected so as to reflect the portrait of women as such, regardless of whether a
woman happens to be a free woman or a slave, whether she be young or elderly, rich or
poor, thus stunting all considerations that might offset femininity.
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Chapter Two, elicits the portrait of women as visualized by Al-Tanoukhi. Thirty-
eight chronicles have bend selected from his works and explored according to the same
methodology. The portrait thus construed is then set for comparison with the portrait
elicited from the three authors mentioned above.

Chapter Three studies the compositional properties of Al-Tanoukhi's selected
chronicles. The properties of his mode of writing have been studied and presented, The
stylistics of his patterns of narration, characterization and interplay of characters, the
properties of plot, denouements and finales have all been elaborately presented.

This chapter has shown that Al-Tnoukhi's chronicles fall in two categories;
namely, those that seek to record and document genuine established episodes, and those
that seek only to present an exciting event regardless of documenting their respective
authenticity. The language and wording of those latter chronicles have been carefully
defined.

The appendix presents the full text of all the chronicles selected eighty-eight in
number. Fifty of them have been selected from Al-Tanokhi's predecessors and thirty-
eight from Al-Tanoukhi's own works.

The concluding remarks show that the portrait of women as visualized by Al-
Tanoukhi, is entirely dissociated from any preseribed stereotype. A woman led her own
life in her own way within her community fully enjoying her inherent rights, social status
and legal competence.In composition and stylistics, Al-Tanouhi could not disentangle
himself from the rules, then prevalent, in presenting chronicles. He manifested,
nonetheless, a genuine tendency to attempt writing the short story, even according to the
modern rules governing this literary genre.
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