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The influence of Al- Alutanabbi
on the poetra of the Arab poets
during the Crusaues

Hussam Omar AL-Tamimi

Supervisor

Professor : Mahmoud 1brahim

The poets of the Crusades’ wars era were firmly linked with the
literary heritage, which they viewed with great respect. It was to the
point that the poetical heritage, particularly the one dealing with wartime
in the Abbasid era, became the ideal sample adopted by them. Abu Al-
tayyib Al Mutanabbi was one of the prominent war poets, whose steps the
poets of the Crusades’ war poets in the Abbasid era has followed., They
adopted his style in the depiction of heroes, description of battles and
armies as well as, the ideas dealing with pride, expostulation, erotic
poetry, and elegy.

The poets of the Crusedes’ wars era have diverted their attention to
Al-Mutanabbis' wartime poelic style. They adopted his poetic style by
abandoning love- inspirising introductions and resorted to introtuctions
that suited the subject. The poets of this era benefitted from Al-
Mutanabbis’ style in forming their poetic images. They used several of

his metaphors, similes, and artistic descriptions which were full of life

and movement.
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The poets of the Crusades’ wars era were influenced by Al-
Mutanabbis’ language and style and consequently they harmonized
between the vocabulary they used and the subject of the poems. They
were also influenced by Al-Mutanabbis' use of terms to the point that
they used them frequently and they copied his use of love - terms in war.

The poets of the Crusades' wars era in general and the poel's of Jihad
in particular were intentionally influenced by Al Mutanabbis’ style.

It was deliberate, as it seems that they felt that their nation was facing
a wanton crusades’ campaign aiming at eradicating them and eliminating
their religion and literary heritage. They viewed the need to preserve
their religion. They quoted koranic verses and the prophet's Hadith in
their poems. They also kept by the need to maintain the Arab status and
idenlity of Arabic literature which made them shift to imitating Al-
Mutanabbi who was one of the most fanatic poets in his era towards
Arabism. They also imitated his poetic images out of the belief that his

style would preserve the Arab-Islamic literary heritage.
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