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Abstract

The research deals with Chomsky’s current position on
language evolution; compared to his previous one, as well
as to his position to the current prevailing conceptions
regarding the architecture of language, its evolution and
its relation to thought, as conceived among scientists and
researchers in linguistics and biological development of
language and cognition.

In particular, the research reflects current positions of the
most famous researchers having, a few years ago, defended
to some degree Chomsky’s conception, in some of their
works. The researchers referred to are Fitch and Hauser,
in their previous defense of “recursion only hypothesis”
in 2002 and 2005, and Cedric Boeckx in 2005 among other
works.

We show how the current position of Chomsky, expressed
in Berwick and Chomsky (2016) and Chomsky (2017), is
essentially the same as before, if not more stringent. We
also show how Fitch, Hauser and Boeckx, have bypassed
Chomsky’s position, in their own ways, after supporting it
in their works for a limited period. This bypassing includes
the most important issues in the study of the architecture
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of the language faculty, its main components, its evolution
and its relation to the evolution of thought and cognition.
At the head of these issues are that language faculty is
much richer than to be reduced to recursive operation (or
“merge”) which was found out to be pervasive in the other
cognitive faculties; and that the uniqueness of human being
lies in combinatorial and generative nature of thought
(and brain); not in language which, despite its importance,
remains one of the other areas to manifest that nature.
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Abstract:

This research aims at shedding light the concepts of the theme-
rheme in Western linguistics as two component in the informa-
tion structure. It also follows the theoretical evolution of both
concepts within Halliday’s functional grammar and Knud Lam-
brecht’s cognitive model and suggests adopting them in view of
re-describing Arabic.
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