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Abstract

This thesis deals with the influence of the concepts of
a) the unitary nature (of Allah) and b) His all-perfect na~
ture on ways of parsing the Quran by the Sunni and Mu'tazila
groups,

The contents of the thesis arc divided into 1) an intro=-
duction, 2) research background, 3) a body of three chapters,
and 4) a conclusions chapter.

The introduction contnins the rationnle of the topic, .its
ma jor sources, problems of research, and the writer's rescnrch
methodology.

In the first one of the body chapters, the writer dis-
cusscs the influence of two of 4Allah's attributes - His self-
unitary nature and His variance with accidence on Quranic par-
sing., The next chapter take two other attributes, all-knowing
and comnipotent, and shows their influcnce on parsing,.Cf the
major issucs dealt with in the body chapters are: a) the re-
lationship between meaning and parsing, b) “uran and syntax,
c¢) characteristics of "uranic parsing, and d) whether parsing
Suran results in finding parsing recdundancies. The final chap-
ter of the body deals with the tenets of predestination,

The conclusions of the this theseis are prescnted in the
final chapter, Cne of the najor conclusicns pertains to the
differences betwcen the Sunni and Mu'tazila approacheg to
parsing on the cne hand and the differences between the Kufa
and Basra gramnmatical approaches, cn the other hand, The Sunmis
and Kufis tend to be intuitive and descriptive while the Mu'-
tazilites and Basris tend to be raticnal/normative and pres-

criptive,
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