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ABSTRACT

REALIST TREND IN THE SHORT STORIES OF BAHAA TAHIR (AL-KHUTUBAH
AS AN EXAMPLE)

This study aims at exhibiting the academic and literary building blocks of Bahaa Tahir
which inspire him to write short stories under the umbrella of Realist Trend or Realism. As
it also sets out to shed more light on the position of the story teller about the harsh social
reality and all that encircles it of social issues and problems, besides his stand on esthetic
and literary components of writing short stories. And the researcher chooses the artistic
angles which he studies to be the best among others in enacting the realist trend which are:
character, building of event and the style of dialogue.

The researcher follows two methods: descriptive and analytical-cum-critical in his
attempt to enact the realist trend in anthology of Al-Khutubah, and in exploring the extent
of penetrance of realist trend manifestations and components in the anthology, and the
benefit of this trend which characterizes Baha Tahir’s world of short stories.

Finally, the researcher through his research has concluded a set of results; the important
among them are:

The principles of realist trend (which include: narrator’s alienation, similarity between
the author and the narrator, and ailing relationships) have permeated in the short stories of
Bahaa Tahir. And the study exposes the fact that the reality of short story is a photographic
expression of contemporary man’s sufferings and pains. And most of the author’s
characters are educated and suffer from de-realization in their nations and among their
families. And the characters can be categorized as: condemned, targeted, rejected, introvert,
shy, well-bred, educated, very friendly and warmhearted. And the stories’ event is
psychological that aims at portraying the characters’ inner world, and does not give much
attention to the miner and outer events. And indeed the style of dialogue is codified by:
skepticism, misunderstanding, difference and futile weariness; in addition to the fact that
the language of Al-Khutubah is devoid of linguistic embroidery, flowery and heavily
expression.
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