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Abstract

This research focuses on language standardization processes in Saudi Arabia, to
clarify its most important forms of composition within the field of lexicography. It
surveys well-known related dictionaries and categorizes them according to several
classifications, then presents the bases on which its authors determined the status of
the compiled lexical items and their lexical composition approach.

The research reveals the motives to compile such dictionaries in Saudi Arabia
and the extent of its diversity, and then examines the sources from which those
dictionaries collected its linguistic material. Furthermore, it presents in detail how
each author of the dictionaries under investigation deals with lexical items in terms of
arrangement, pronunciation, referencing, and meaning; and eventually evaluates the
standardization processes of those compilers. The research aims to answer the
following main question: what are the bases on which dictionaries of colloquial
standardization in Saudi Arabia select colloquial vocabulary and expressions, and
determine their origin in light of modern lexicography?

After evaluating these works, the research reached some results including:

1. There are no clear boundaries between the words described as standard colloquial
and standard (classical) words.

2. Hearing is the main source for collecting lexical material by authors working on
the standardization of colloquial words in Saudi Arabia.

3. The field of colloquial standardization in Saudi Arabia includes words and
structures.

4. Inconsistency of word selection basis for most of the authors.

The most important manner to establish the origin of colloquial material is by
reference to texts from ancient or classical sources in which they occur.

6. All dictionaries colloquial standardization in Saudi Arabia depend on the
alphabetical order of the words.

7. Marking with diacritics (vocalization) is the most utilized manner to adequately
present lexical items.

8. The lack of interest by some compilers of colloquial standardization dictionaries
in Saudi Arabia to meet standards of lexicography.

Keywords: language standardization process - Saudi Arabia - standardization dictionaries-
lexicography approach - Arabic colloquial.
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