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Abstract

Many scholars have discussed the term ‘few' in light of linguistic
studies, and its relationship with other terminology such as the 'rare'
and the ‘irregular”, and their views differed about them. Hence, no
precise definition has been given to these terms, so that clear
boundaries can be set between them, on which rationale judgment of
acceptance and refusal can be based.

This is the reason why this research has come to discuss the
concept of (few) with respect to the view of Abu Hayyan Al-Andalusy in
his book (Al-Bahr Al-Muhit) and its relationship with the terms: the
'rare' and the ‘irregular" in the language of the Arabs, and then
elaborate the impact of the term "few" on structuring linguistic rules
and principles.

"Few" is something that is below "many", and more than "rare".
Some said that it is less than "half'. Perhaps the simplest definition is to
say: "What did not reach the level of common abundance and its
usage has not widely spread; or it is something that is much while
amidst its associates".

"Rare" is something whose existence is not much, even though it
iIs not unlike the original. Hence, "Few" and "Rare" do not always
contradict the accepted basis of analogy.

The irregular is something that counteracts the general adopted
rule of its counterparts, and has singled out itself to join some other
rules. Some say, it is something in opposition to the accepted basis of
analogy regardless of its abundance or scarcity.

According to the opinion of the crass majority of scholars, the
“irregular" contradicts the accepted basis of analogy. Hence, every
I(irregular" is few but the reverse is not the case.

The nature of the subject required that it is divided into the levels
of linguistic analysis with respect to structure, sentence and meaning.
Although, the . research did not discuss the phonetic aspect; because
Abu Hayyan did not pay attention to this aspect, in addition to the fact
that this aspect is either phonetics relating to the acoustic point of
emanation of letters and their characteristics, and this has no effect in
structuring linguistic principles. Or otherwise phonological

aspects relating to the harmony of sounds and the influence they
have on one another, and this cannot be a basis for the rule of
"permissibility”, "few" and "much". It is rather a field of approbation and
disapproval. The research finally arrived at a set of findings relevant to
the subject matter.

| entreat Allah to render this research purely for seeking His Noble

Countenance and to be among the useful and helpful studies.

The Researcher
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